Exford Primary School

Newsletter No 2 - Term 1, 2026
Friday 6 February 2026

Ms Campo’s hews....

Today marks the end of the first full week of school and we now have all of our kids at school, with our Preps
beginning on Wednesday. Everyone is all settled in and our Preps are doing so well that they were out in the
playground with the other students at recess today and will be outside at recess and lunch times from Monday.
My apologies for not being at school for our Preps’ first days of school. Ms Gleeson and Ms Jones and our school
team looked after our little ones beautifully and we are all very proud of the way the children have confidently
begun their school life. Thanks also to our other Exford kids who have done their best to look after the Preps,
including our Junior School Ambassadors whose role it is to support children in the playground at recess and
lunch time. We ask that our Preps play with other Preps, rather than going off to play with older brothers or
sisters or friends as this is an important settling and friend making time.

A reminder to our Prep families, that the Preps will join us for Assembly on Monday mornings from now on.

A reminder that all students must wear their Exford PS broadbrimmed hat during Term 1 and Term 4. As we all
are aware - No hat..No Play!

On Monday, our 2026 elected School Captains and School Vice Captains
were presented to our school community at our Monday morning Assembly.
Congratulations to all our Year 6 students who aspired to be a School or Vice
School Captain this year

From left to right: Ms Campo, Sumair (Vice School Captain), Grace (Vice
School Captain), Mahayla (School Captain), Fletcher (Vice School Captain)
and Mrs Bubeck.
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e Friday 6 February
o 2026 Year 1-6 New Student certificates

presented at Assembly
o 2026 Year 5-6 Ambassadors presented at
Assembly
e Monday 9 February
o 2026 Preps attend 8.50 am — 3.30 pm (full-
time)
e Friday 13 February
o 310 pm Assembly — 2025 Prep students
presented to our community with their Exford
certificate.
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Principal: Ms Lisa Campo Phone 9743 5025 exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au




As part our Positive Classrooms focus, we are introducing new
morning routines across all of our classrooms. We need children
to arrive promptly by 8:50 am and follow the morning routine. Our
teaching begins promptly at 9 am and we ask our families to
arrive on time so that our days start as smoothly as possible.

The traffic disruptions that were such an issue last year are much
improved, given the re-opening of Alfred Road and traffic is no
longer diverting our way. Therefore, we ask that children are NOT
picked up early and any appointments are made outside school
hours, wherever possible. When we look at our 2025 attendance
data, there has been a big rise in the number of children being
picked up early for convenience reasons (e.g. in a rush, want to
beat the traffic etc).

Every afternoon, we spend time preparing for the next school and
it is very helpful that all children take part in this, which they can't
do if they are collected early on a regular basis.

It is also extremely disruptive for our classrooms to have kids
leaving early and also very disruptive for our Office team to have
to phone over to classrooms to have children sent across — at an
extremely busy time of the day already when they are trying to
assist parents at the Office window. 3:30 pm is our dismissal time.

Our Interview room is the only location we have where visiting
therapists can work and from 2026, it is available between 10 am -
1:30 pm. Bookings made through Mrs Harper in our school office.
We have changed the available hours so that the school has the
use of our Interview room between 9 — 10 am and between 2:30 -
3:30 pm - it was challenging not having the room available for the
school to use, as it was intended to operate.

Mr Wilson continues to enjoy his leave and his travelling. This year,
he has accepted a secondment to the Regional Office OHS team
one day a week, remaining on leave for four days a week. They
are lucky to have Mr Wilson’s experience and expertise. Mrs
Bubeck will continue to be our Acting Assistant Principal.

A reminder to our families from 2025. Please roll over your child’s
class in FlexiSchools, to ensure their lunch order is sent to the
correct class location.

2026 dates to
remember

Term1
Thursday 5 - Friday 6 February
e 2026 Prep attend 8:50 am — 2:30 pm
Friday 6 February
e 2026 Year 5-6 Ambassadors
presented at Assembly

Monday 9 February
e Assembly - 2026 Year 1-6 New

Student certificates presented
2026 Preps commence full time
hours (8:50 am — 3:30 pm)

Friday 13 February

e 310 pm Assembly — 2026 Prep
students presented to our
community with their Exford
certificate

Wednesday 18 February

e 5:30 pm - School Council Meeting No 1

Friday 26 February

e Year 3-6 MPSSA Swimming Carnival
— selected students only

Friday 6 March

e Year1-2 Melbourne Aquarium
Excursion

Monday 9 March

e Labour Day Public Holiday — No
school today

Wednesday 11 March

e NAPLAN testing begins for Year 3 and

Year 5 students
Tuesday 16 March
e Parent Student Teacher interviews —
session 1 (more information to come)
Wednesday 18 March
¢ 5:30 pm - School Council Meeting No 2
Thursday 2 April
e 9 am Assembly and Easter Bonnet

Parade

e Endof Term1(2:30 pm dismissal)

Term 2

Tuesday 20 April

e Term 2 begins for staff and students
Tuesday 21 April

e School Photo Day

Saturday 25 April

e ANZAC Day




The CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps,
and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession, you may be
eligible for CSEF. The allowance is paid directly to the
school to use only towards expenses relating to camps,
excursions, or sporting activities for the benefit of your
child.

The annual CSEF amount per student is:

«  $400 for primary school students.

« If you applied for the CSEF at Exford Primary School
in 2025, you do not need to complete an
application form in 2026 unless there has been a
change in your family circumstances. Your child’s
school will apply for the CSEF on your behalf.

You will only need to apply in 2026 if any of the following

changes have occurred:

+ New student enrolments: your child has started or
changed schools in 2026, or you did not apply at
the same school in a previous year.

- Changed family circumstances: such as a change of
custody, change of name, concession card
number, or new siblings commencing at the
school in 2026.

If a form was not lodged in 2025, parents or legal
guardians are required to complete a CSEF application
form and lodge it with their child’s school for processing.

Application forms should be completed and lodged with
schools as soon as possible in Term One, as payments are
made from March onwards. However, schools will be able
to accept and process applications up until the end of
Term Two each year.

Application forms can be collected from the office or
obtained directly from the website.
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ttps://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-
fund

All families should have access to XUNO. If you are having
trouble accessing or using XUNO, contact our office.

Please check XUNO regularly and ensure your notifications
are turned on. XUNO is our main communication platform
for the school. Through XUNO, you can log absences,
receive messages and news items, and view our school
calendar, just to name a few.

Our School Uniform Policy is available on the website for you to
see, including photos of permitted uniform wear. Please see the
attached uniform page for your future reference.

These items are not part of our uniform -

. Navy windcheater

. Windcheater zip-up jackets (with or without
hoods)

. School dresses other than the EPS school dress

. Skirts of any kind (except the skirt part of the

Winter pinafore) — including netball skirts - only
skorts can be worn.

. Any polar fleece items

Staff will not ask students about non-uniform items on the first day
(because wet washing happens, but they will issue out-of-uniform
notes after that or refer the non-uniform wearing issue to Ms
Campo or Mrs Bubeck, so that we can arrange a parent meeting.

These items are only available through our EPS uniform shop:

e Exford PS school dress

e« Exford PS bomber jacket

e  Exford PS Windcheater [ Hoodie
e  Exford PS school hat

e  Exford PS Library bag

The Exford PS uniform is a very attractive uniform with many
options, and we ask our families to ensure that the children are

wearing our uniform with pride.

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal
information for standard school functions or where permitted by
law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy and the Schools’

Privacy Collection Notice.

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy
[Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students-Policy.pdf],

describes how we collect and use photographs, video and
recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent
consent is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn.

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy
policy: information for parents. This information is also available in

ten community languages:

e Amharic

e  Arabic

e Chinese

e Dari

e  Gujarati

e  Mandarin
e  Somali

. Sudanese
e Turkish

. Urdu



https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.exfordps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students-Policy.pdf
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations

Our Fundraising efforts work hand in hand with our
school’s ICT budget to provide our kids with access
to Reading Eggs, and iPads.

Seesaw is a digital student portfolio that gives
students an audience for their work. All families
should now have access to their child’s
Seesaw account, via the Seesaw Families App.
If you are having any difficulty gaining access throughout the year, some are traditional parts of our
or viewing your child's portfolio, please contact Fundraising approach and these happen each year.
Mrs Harper in the Office. e TermI - Easter Raffle

e Term 4 - End of year Raffle and Christmas

Concert BBQ
A reminder that we are now in SunSmart

We will hold a range of fun fundraising activities

season and children need to wear their
Exford PS school hat daily for the recess and

Our 2026 target is...

$5,000 - $10,000.

lunch breaks, PE lessons and any games.
Children without hats need to sit in the

shade under the veranda. New hats can be Our Tally so far... $0.00

purchased only at school through our
Uniform shop.

CLASS Art PE LOTE (French) Science
Prep Gleeson Thursday Tuesday Tuesday Thursday
Prep Jones Thursday Tuesday Tuesday Thursday
Year 1-2 Ambrose Wednesday Thursday Wednesday Monday
Year 1-2 Anderson Tuesday Wednesday Tuesday Tuesday
Year1-2 Gibb Thursday Wednesday Monday Wednesday
Year 1-2 Roe Wednesday Thursday Wednesday Monday
Year1-2 Varol Thursday Friday Monday Wednesday
Year 3-4 Fyfe Tuesday Monday Tuesday Friday
Year 3-4 Logie Monday Tuesday Wednesday Tuesday
Year 3-4 Odgers Monday Tuesday Tuesday Thursday
Year 3-4 Reeves Tuesday Friday Monday Tuesday
Year 5-6 Higgins Friday Wednesday Monday Wednesday
Year 5-6 Jensz Wednesday Monday Wednesday Friday
Year 5-6 Keogh Friday Wednesday Wednesday Friday
Year 5-6 Mounsey Wednesday Friday Monday Wednesday
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Haytaansh, Zorawar, Austin, Monson, Emilia, Aarvin, Sehaj, Alaiyna, Victor, Elliot, Taimoor, Arnav, Emily, Zeke,
Willow, Annabel, Gurisha, Reyansh, Tyler, Avery, Jackson, Estella, Gursaanj, Gavy, Hana, Zavier, Curtis,
Karman, Grace, Willow, Ashton, Eliza, Everly, Tyler, Rableen, Raiken, Haiden, Jacueline, Aina and Kabir.

We love celebrating birthdays at school, making a fuss over the child who is celebrating

and (individually wrapped store-bought) birthday treats are always welcome! We also

love for birthday children to visit us in the Office for a sticker and birthday song.

Having birthdays at school is a very special event and if your child is absent on their

birthday, they miss out on all the fuss made over them.



Every day counts

A day here or there doesn’t seem like much, but...

When your child misses a— which is and therefore, from Prep
jost... qoas-- to Year 12 that is....
H H ),
10 minutes a day 50 minutes of learning Nearly 11/2 weeks per Nearly %
each week year year of school
),
1 whole day of learning 8 weeks per year or SRpE .
1 hour a day years of learning
each week nearly a term a year
Over2 ',
1 day a week %0 days per year 8 weeks per year years of learning
3 days a week 120 days per year 2't weeks of school Over 8 years of learning

The best learning time for students is the start of the school
day. Give your child every chance to succeed

¢ Remember that every day counts

* There is no safe number of days for missing school -
each day a student misses puts them behind and can
affect their educational outcomes and social
connections.

e Talk positively about school and the importance of
attending every day.

e When children regularly arrive late, they miss out on so much.

¢ They miss out on the lovely morning ‘Meet and Greet’ which connects
children with their classmates, staff and classroom environment.

¢ We schedule literacy and numeracy for our morning lessons - so
regular lateness means that children are missing critical learning every
day they are away / late.

¢ Being on time prepares your child for the school day and the routines
which support their learning.

Gates open / first bell
850 am
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o Learning starts at g am

A reminder that all holiday absences require an Absence Learning Plan, developed with your child’s teacher and signed by

the Principal or Assistant Principal to cover your child’s absence.

Please make sure that you use XUNO or email the school directly on
exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au - all student absences must be explained in writing.

Office News

Uniform / Lost Property — a reminder to ensure all belongings are clearly marked with your child’s name,
this enables us to return items to your child without delay.

Asthma & Anaphylaxis Plans — A reminder to return your child’s Asthma and / or Anaphylaxis plans back
to the Office. If you have misplaced this document, please call Mrs Kelly in the Office.

XUNO - A reminder to ensure you have your XUNO account notifications set to on. This ensures you are
not missing any vital school information. We recommend that you are checking your XUNO account on a
regular basis, as all administration information is delivered using this platform.
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$13,496.43 2/12/25

AMOUNT RAISED DATE




/9 é MUSIC
DANCE
DRAMA

PERFORMING ARTS
HEADQUARTERS

Learn a Musical Instrument at School

Prefer AfterSchool lessons? We can help with that too!

M o
keyboard

Learning Music...

* builds confidence

* develops concentration

* teaches perseverance

* promotes literacy & numeracy

* improves fine & gross motor skills
* engages children...because it’s FUN!

acoustic
Quality & Convenience P
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* Learn conveniently within school hours ege:ittr:r g B

* Receive a 30 minute weekly lesson at school

* Learn individually, with a friend or in a small group format

* Qualified, experienced & caring teachers

* Friendly & personalised approach to learning & customer service
* Lessons timetabled around school and student needs

* Regular performance opportunities available

* 30 years experience working in schools

* All teachers have current Working With Children Checks

o
5 Grant Street, BACCHUS MARSH * www.pahg.com.au * e: performingartsheadquarters@gmail.com * ph 5367 6864
n PerformingArtsHeadquarters '@l PerformingArtsHeadquarters n Bacchus Marsh Music Shop |@| PerformingArtsHQ émusis Shap
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DANCE
SCHOOL

MUSIC
SCHOOL

DRAMA
SCHOOL

Stage & Screen Acting Classes
for fun & the enjoyment of acting,
or for the dedicated student
seeking to act professionally

Junior Intermediate Senior Advanced

Electric, Acoustic & Bass Guitars
Drums Piano/Keyboard
Contemporary & Classical Singing
Learn Any Style of Music You Want!
Adults & Children

SHOP

Everything for the
Beginner to the Pro!
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PERFORMING ARTS HEADQUARTERS

since 1997

we offer

MUSIC lessons ACTING classes

PreSchool

learn in a fun & supportive environment

ALL Ages

Parf, ArtHand, Pork; ArtcH,
I g quarier I g

e:performingartsheadquarters@gmail.com w:pahqg.com.au

IMPRESARIO THEATRE - 5 Grant St, Bacchus Marsh

DANCE classes

A 0:5367 6864

fquarters n Bacchus Marsh Music Shop @ Performing/etsHQ ‘uasw




