Exford Primary School

Newsletter No 2 - Term 1, 2025
Thursday 13 February 2025

Ms Campo’s hews....

Our Prep children have almost finished their first full week of school and will be presented with their special
‘Welcome to Exford’ certificate at our Friday afternoon Assembly tomorrow (3:10 pm in the Gymnasium - all
families welcome). From Monday 17 February, our Preps will join us at our Monday morning Assemblies in our
Gymnasium. We ask that our Prep children’s family bring their child to the Gymnasium to join their class group.

Our Year 6 students are busy thinking about and writing their School Captain speeches, which they will present
to their peers next week. Our two School Captains and two Vice School Captains will be presented to our
community at the Assembly on Friday 21 February at 3 pm. They will present their speeches and be awarded

their certificate and student leader badge.

Once our School Captains are selected, we move to selecting the Student Ambassadors.
Our Student Ambassador roles are: Sports, Special Events, School Values, Art, Prep Support and Knitting Club

Ambassadors.

Teacher meetings have begun this week and teachers need to be prompt to their after school
meetings on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.

Our vehicle gate is our preferred entrance for our students and the gates are opened at 8:50 am. Children
should not be left on their own before 8:50 am.

At Exford these qualities are really important:
+  Friday 14 February g "P{oﬂ";f”’{;{;ﬂgyfh@ sk b

o 2025 Prep students presented to our
community with their Exford certificate

e Friday 28 February
o Maths Incursion - invitation only

e Friday 14 February
o Year 5-6 Warrnambool camp deposit

and form due in XUNO

e Friday 7 March
o Year 1-2 Ballarat Wildlife Park excursion

KINDNESS PERSONAL BEST

money and form due in XUNO

Principal: Ms Lisa Campo Phone 9743 5025 exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au




Congratulations to Mrs Micallef and Mrs Blasis who are both
expecting babies later this year. Mrs Micallef anticipates taking
maternity leave from the end of Term 1 and we are working on
finding a replacement teacher until she returns in Term 4. Mrs
Blasis is not due until later in the year.

Our Year 6 students are wearing their special Year 6 uniform items
with pride! We presented them at our Assembly on Monday
morning.

Our new Gymnasium is just so wonderful and definitely worth the
wait. We are all being super careful of the flooring so that our
Gym stays in great condition for a very long time. Our Assemblies
will all be held in our Gym from now on and we look forward to
using it for school special events throughout the year.

Our Sports Field is almost finished and we have our fingers
crossed that we will be able to start using it late next week.
The construction time at Exford is almost done - it's been a
mammoth effort for us all. Once the construction team move
their equipment off site, we will have all the car park spaces
returned for our use.

I have reached out to Melton Council to see if there is anything
they can do to assist with the right-hand turning lane from Exford
Road (Melton South) onto Exford Road (Exford) — at the bottom of
the hill. I hope to hear back from them and will continue to
advocate for our community.

As per the Mobile Phone Policy mandated by the Department of
Education, students are not permitted to bring mobile phones,
smart watches or any other smart device to school without the
express permission of the Principal.

Schools are smoke-free zones and adults may
not smoke on school premises, in line of sight of
students or within 4 metres of any school entry point.

2025 dates to
remember

Term]1
Friday 14 February

e 310 pm Assembly — 2025 Prep
students presented to our
community with their Exford
certificate

Wednesday 19 February

e School Council Meeting No 1 (for
elected members)

Friday 21 February

e 3 pm Assembly — 2025 School and
Vice School Captains presented to
our community

Friday 28 February

e Maths Incursion - invitation only

Monday 3 March

e Year 3-6 MPSSA Swimming

Carnival — selected students only

Tuesday 4 - Thursday 6 March

e Year 5-6 Warra Gnan

Warrnambool camp
Monday 10 March

Wednesday 12 March
¢ NAPLAN testing begins for Year 3

and Year 5 students

Friday 14 March

e Year1- 2 Ballarat Wildlife Park
excursion

Tuesday 18 March

e Deadly Dreamin’ Festival — Year 3-
6 students — invitation only

Thursday 3 April

»  Pupil Free Day — Parent Student
TeGEherinteiviews (cppointments
booked through XUNO, once
opened)

Friday 4 April
e Easter Bonnet Parade

e Endof Term1(2.30 pm dismissal)

Term2

Tuesday 22 April
e Term 2 begins for staff and students




Congratulations to Aryan (pictured)
who was our Year 3-6 French Award
recipient and Alize who was our Year
3-6 Science Award recipient for 2024.
Congratulations to you both.

All parents and carers received an email late last year advising of
the School Savings Bonus for State School children. You will have
received an email for each child providing a unique code to claim
this amount. As we have an in-house Uniform shop all funds can
be sent to EPS as ‘School Activities’. This then sits on your child’s
account to be used for uniform, camps, sports or excursions. If
you haven't received this original email or you are experiencing
any difficulties claiming these funds, please call 1800 338 663

https:/ /www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/

The CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps, and sporting
activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession, you may be eligible
for CSEF. The allowance is paid directly to the school to use only
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions, or sporting
activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is:
+  $154 for primary school students.
«  If you applied for the CSEF at Exford Primary School in
2024, you do not need to complete an application form in
2025 unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances. Your child’s school will apply for the CSEF
on your behalf.

—

« New student enrolments: your child has started or changed
schools in 2025, or you did not apply at the same school
in a previous year.

+ Changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody,
change of name, concession card humber, or new
siblings commencing at the school in 2024.

If a form was not lodged in 2024, parents or legal guardians are
required to complete a CSEF application form and lodge it with
their child’'s school for processing.

Application forms should be completed and lodged with schools
as soon as possible in Term One, as payments are made from
March onwards. However, schools will be able to accept and
process applications up until the end of Term Two each year.
Application forms can be collected from the office or obtained
directly from the website.

https:/ /www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-
excursions-fund/guidance/submitting-application

Our School Uniform Policy is available on the website for you to
see, including photos of permitted uniform wear. Please see the
attached uniform page for your future reference.

These items are not part of our uniform —

. Navy windcheater

. Windcheater zip-up jackets (with or without
hoods)

. School dresses other than the EPS school dress

. Skirts of any kind (except the skirt part of the
Winter pinafore) — including netball skirts - only
skorts can be worn.

. Any polar fleece items

Staff will not ask students about non-uniform items on the first day
(because wet washing happens, but they will issue out-of-uniform
notes after that or refer the non-uniform wearing issue to Mr
Wilson or Ms Campo, so that we can arrange a parent meeting.

These items are only available through our EPS uniform shop:

e  Exford PS school dress

e  Exford PS bomber jacket

e  Exford PS Windcheater / Hoodie
e  Exford PS school hat

e  Exford PS Library bag

The Exford PS uniform is a very attractive uniform with many
options, and we ask our families to ensure that the children are

wearing our uniform with pride.

Information for families and the school community:

Exford Primary School is committed to providing an environment
where students are safe and feel safe.

Our child safety framework Policies — Exford Primary School explains

how we support and maintain child safety and wellbeing at Exford
Primary School. It includes our:
e  Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy
e Child Safety Reporting and Responding Obligations
Procedures, and
e Child safety Code of Conduct, which outlines acceptable
and unacceptable behaviours for all staff and volunteers
at our school.
Our students and families are important partners in providing a
child safe environment. These regular newsletter reminders are
one of the ways we ensure our school community is aware of:
- ourcommitment to child safety, and
- how to provide feedback or raise child safety concerns.
If you have any concerns about child safety at any time, please
contact Ms Campo, Principal or Mr Wilson, Assistant Principal on
9743 5025. Any child safety complaints or concerns are treated
seriously. For more information about our school’'s complaints
process, see our Microsoft Word - Complaints

We also welcome your ideas on ways we can improve our
approach to child safety and wellbeing. If you have any
suggestions or comments please contact Mr Wilson, Assistant
Principal on 9743 5025 or at exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au



https://www.exfordps.vic.edu.au/about-our-school/policies
https://www.exfordps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Complaints.pdf

Our Fundraising efforts work hand in hand with our
school’s ICT budget to provide our kids with access
to Reading Eggs, and iPads.

Seesaw is a digital student portfolio that gives
students an audience for their work. All families
should now have access to their child’s
Seesaw account, via the Seesaw Families App. We will hold a range of fun fundraising activities

If you are having any difficulty gaining access throughout the year, some are traditional parts of our
or viewing your child's portfolio, please contact Fundraising approach and these happen each year.

Mrs Harper in the Office. e Term1- Easter Raffle

e Term 4 - End of year Raffle and Christmas

Concert BBQ
A reminder that we are now in SunSmart

.

season and children need to wear their Our2025 target is...

Exford PS school hat daily for the recess and $5,000 - $10,000

lunch breaks, PE lessons and any games.

Children without hats need to sit in the

shade under the veranda. New hats can be Our Tally so far... $0.00

purchased only at school through our
Uniform shop.

CLASS Art PE LOTE (French) Science
Prep Gleeson Wednesday Wednesday Monday Thursday
Prep Mastrop Wednesday Monday Wednesday Friday
Prep Monagle Thursday Wednesday Wednesday Friday
Year 1-2 Ambrose Tuesday Thursday Tuesday Thursday
Year 1-2 Blasis Tuesday Thursday Monday Tuesday
Year1-2 Jones Thursday Tuesday Monday Tuesday
Year 1-2 Roe Tuesday Tuesday Wednesday Wednesday
Year 1-2 Zaharopoulos Tuesday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
Year 3-4 Fyfe Wednesday Tuesday Monday Tuesday
Year 3-4 Mounsey Tuesday Wednesday Tuesday Monday
Year 3-4 Odgers Wednesday Wednesday Tuesday Tuesday
Year 3-4 Stirrup Tuesday Tuesday Monday Monday
Year 5-6 DeGirolamo Wednesday Thursday Wednesday Thursday
Year 5-6 Higgins Thursday Monday Wednesday Thursday
Year 5-6 Micallef Thursday Thursday Tuesday Friday

Zorawa, Austin, Monson, Aarvin, Sehaj, Alaiyna, Elliot, Victor, Taimoor, Arnav, Emily, Leenya, Zeke, Willow,
Mannatdeep, Harper, Reyansh, Tyler, Avery, Gursaanj, Hana, Willow, Ashton, Malika, Eliza, Mykelah,
Everly, Tyler, Rableen, Raiken, Lujane, Haiden, Evan, Nebras and Kabir.




Every day counts

A day here or there doesn’t seem like much, but...

When your child misses a— which is and therefore, from Prep
jost... qoas-- to Year 12 that is....
H H ),
10 minutes a day 50 minutes of learning Nearly 11/2 weeks per Nearly %
each week year year of school
),
1 whole day of learning 8 weeks per year or SRpE .
1 hour a day years of learning
each week nearly a term a year
Over2 ',
1 day a week %0 days per year 8 weeks per year years of learning
3 days a week 120 days per year 2't weeks of school Over 8 years of learning

The best learning time for students is the start of the school
day. Give your child every chance to succeed

¢ Remember that every day counts

* There is no safe number of days for missing school -
each day a student misses puts them behind and can
affect their educational outcomes and social
connections.

e Talk positively about school and the importance of
attending every day.

e When children regularly arrive late, they miss out on so much.

¢ They miss out on the lovely morning ‘Meet and Greet’ which connects
children with their classmates, staff and classroom environment.

¢ We schedule literacy and numeracy for our morning lessons - so
regular lateness means that children are missing critical learning every
day they are away / late.

¢ Being on time prepares your child for the school day and the routines
which support their learning.

Gates open / first bell
850 am

O\ 0N

o Learning starts at g am

A reminder that all holiday absences require an Absence Learning Plan, developed with your child’s teacher and signed by

the Principal or Assistant Principal to cover your child’s absence.

Please make sure that you use XUNO or email the school directly on
exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au - all student absences must be explained in writing.

Office News

Uniform / Lost Property — a reminder to ensure all belongings are clearly marked with your child’s name,
this enables us to return items to your child without delay.

Asthma & Anaphylaxis Plans — A reminder to return your child’s Asthma and / or Anaphylaxis plans back
to the Office. If you have misplaced this document, please call Mrs Kelly in the Office.

XUNO - A reminder to ensure you have your XUNO account notifications set to on. This ensures you are
not missing any vital school information. We recommend that you are checking your XUNO account on a
regular basis, as all administration information is delivered using this platform.
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Prep Gleeson

Prep Mastrop
Prep Monagle
Year 1-2 Ambrose
Year 1-2 Blasis
Year 1-2 Jones
Year 1-2 Roe

Year 1-2 Zaharopoulos
Year 3-4 Fyfe
Year 3-4 Mounsey
Year 3-4 Odgers
Year 3-4 Stirrup
Year 5-6 Higgins
Year 5-6 Micallef
Year 5-6 DeGirolamo
The Arts

PE

French

Science

Wellbeing

Ms Campo

Mr Wilson

OSH Club

Sudert |

ofthe Week -

Week 1

Rangi Personal Best
Skylah Kindness
Ayesha Personal Best

Ryan Personal Best

Eliza Kindness

Tait Personal Best
Adelina Kindness

Taela Kindness
Muzhir Personal Best
Talisha Personal Best
Marcus Personal Best
Amelie Personal Best

Gursaanj Personal Best
Hamneet Personal Best

Dylan Respect

Betty Kindness

Olivia Personal Best

Darcy Personal Best
Melody Personal Best
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Hello Families...

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and a relaxing break.. Looking forward to seeing you all back for 2025 and
welcoming our new families during Term 1 and throughout the year :)

We had a fantastic, jam-packed Summer Camp Holiday Program. Each day we had a different theme with lots of activities and experiences
available to the children. Our Excursions were a hit with bus trips to Bouncy Roo’s In Werribee and Funtopia In Maribyrnong as well as
Incursions Including Water Warriors, The Amazing Race and Sports Showdown. Check out the highlights below through our photo's.

We are really excited for Term 1, with so many Experiences and Events planned for the children. Starting with a ‘Come and Try' Day On
Tuesday Feb 11th at 8am for our New Preps and Families Interested In the service this year. Please make your bookings or let us know If you
would like to attend this session via phone or email to have the opportunity to meet the team and enjoy lots of fun activities before school.
Additionally, we are looking forward to a Teddy Bear Day, a Special Food Program, our Countdown to Easter and much, much, more.

Our number one goal this term Is to create a space where the children feel comfortable and a sense of belonging. We will support the
children In building friendships and engaging In the service through lots of Kindness and Cultural activities and Wellbeing practices.

We would also love to hear from you, our families If you have any feedback or suggestions regarding our program, please reach out!

Mon-Fri: 6:30am - 9:00am & 3:30pm - 6:00pm
0419 207 638
Exford@oshclub.com.au

oshclub.com.au
1300 395 735
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oshclub.com.au

Mon-Fri: 6:30am - 9:00am & 3:30pm - 6:00pm

0419 207 638

1300 395 735

Exford@oshclub.com.au



Coming Up

Feb 11th - 'Come and Try' Day

Join us In our Rise then Shine session with Mad
Scientist Experiments, making Scented Playdough and a
Photobooth. Children can be booked In via Kidsoft
Parent Portal! Families are welcome to pop In with
children to join In.

FEB - Teddy Bear Day

Children can bring their favourite Teddy bear or soft
toy and we will engage in a Teddy Bear Picnic, Teddy
Bear Snacks, Teddy Hide and Seek, Story time and
Teddy Masks.

Confirmed date will be sent out closer to.
MAR - Special Food Program

Become a flavour detective, experience food activities
and cooking from a different part of the world
everyday for 1 week.

Confirmed dates will be sent out closer to.

APRIL - Easter Countdown

Mon-Fri: 6:30am - 9:00am & 3:30pm - 6:00pm
0419 207 638
Exford@oshclub.com.au

Special Announcements

Assessment & Rating

Assessment & Rating Is a process that evaluates Early
Childhood Education and Care Services against the
National Quality Standards (NQS).

In November we had our department visit and went
through Assessment & Rating and we are pleased with
our results of MEETING In all 7 areas.

SunSmart Season Continues...

Just a reminder that In Term 1 we do need to continue
to follow our SunSmart Policy.

Educators complete daily UV checks.

Educators role model and encourage Sun Safety.
Children are required to wear a Hat & Sunscreen for
Outdoor Play when the UV reaches 3 and above.

Belonging

We would love to create a real sense of belonging for
the children within our OSH space. If you can provide
your children with a photo from home that we can
display and If you have any cultural and/or religious
beliefs that you would like to share, we would love to
acknowledge It throughout our program.

oshclub.com.au

1300 395 735
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Gome & Try!
@ =025 Preps

WE ARE EXCITED TO SHARE OUR

DESIGNATED 2025 PREP TRANSITION
SESSION TO WELCOME THIS YEARS

NEW PREPS INTO THE PROGRAM!

TUESDAY411'TH @8AM RISE THEN|




Bring your favorite cuddly friend for a day packed with
fun and adventures designed especially to welcome
new kids to OSHClub!
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Join us for a TEDDY-tastic Day!
SCAN TO BOOK ONLINE NOW
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PERFORMING ARTS
HEADQUARTERS

Learn a Musical Instrument at School

Prefer AfterSchool lessons? We can help with that too!

‘\ging

Learning Music...

* builds confidence

* develops concentration

* teaches perseverance

* promotes literacy & numeracy

keyboard

* improves fine & gross motor skills

* engages children...because it’s FUN! i @
] acoustic

Quality & Convenience | =&

* Learn conveniently within school hours e:;tt':r = = 9

* Receive a 30 minute weekly lesson at school
* Learn individually, with a friend or in a small group format

* Qualified, experienced & caring teachers

* Friendly & personalised approach to learning & customer service
* Lessons timetabled around school and student needs

* Regular performance opportunities available

* 30 years experience working in schools

* All teachers have current Working With Children Checks

2] ° -
5 Grant Street, BACCHUS MARSH * www.pahg.com.au * e: performingartsheadquarters@gmail.com * ph 5367 6864

n PerformingArtsHeadquarters @ PerformingArtsHeadquarters n Bacchus Marsh Music Shop @ PerformingArtsHQ éﬂlusm Shap

DreSchoo|

DANCE
SCHOOL

Ages
2.5-5yrs

Saturday
Morning
Classes

DRAMA
SCHOOL

Stage & Screen Acting Classes
for fun & the enjoyment of acting,
or for the dedicated student
seeking to act professionally

Junior Intermediate Senior Advanced

MUSIC
SCHOOL

Electric, Acoustic & Bass Guitars
Drums Piano/Keyboard
Contemporary & Classical Singing
Learn Any Style of Music You Want!
Adulis & Children

MUS

Bacchus Marsh il

SHOP
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Everything for the
Beginner to the Pro!

Feb > BYAMAHA
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PERFORMING ARTS HEADQUARTERS

yigl Offer since 1997
PreSchool

MUSIC lessons ACTING classes DANCE classes

learn in a fun & supportive environment

ALL Ages - p:5367 6864

n Performing/itsHeadquarters @ PerformingArtsHeadguarters n Bacchus Marsh Music Shop @ PerforminglutsHQ ;nmsw

e:performingartsheadquarters@gmail.com w:pahqg.com.au
IMPRESARIO THEATRE - 5 Grant St, Bacchus Marsh




