Exford Primary School
Teams Newsletter

2026 Term 1 at Exford PS!

At the start of each term, our teaching teams prepare an outline of the term ahead, so that our families have

Tuesday 2 7 January b 2026 Term 1 begins for all staff - Pupil Free Day No 1 for students

Wednesday 28 January b Pupil Free Day No 2 for Students

Thursday 29 January b 2026 School year starts for Years 1 - 6 students

Thursday 29 January b Tuesday 3 February b 2026 Prep Assessment appointments

Monday 2 February b Take Home Reading Program starts for students in Years 1 -6

Wednesday 4 February b 2026 Preps begin - 10 am b 2.30 pm

Thursday 5 and Friday 6 February b 2026 Preps- 8.50 am b 2.30 pm

Friday 6 February - Year 1-6 NEW children are presented at our Sharing Assembly on Friday morning b they will share their
official KXarting School at EP Eertificate!

Monday 9 b 2025 Preps begin full time attendance at school b 8.50 am b 3.30 pm

Wednesday 11 February b Homework begins for students in Years 1 -6 (sent out on Wednesdays and is due back the
following Monday)

Friday 13 February b Our Year Prep children will be presented at our Sharing Assembly - they will share their official
KXarting School at EP gertificate!
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Friday 26 February b Year 3-6 MPSSA Swimming Carnival b selected students only
Friday 6 March b Year 1- 2 Melbourne Aquarium
Monday 9 March b Labour Day Public Holiday
Wednesday 1 1- Monday 23 March b NAPLAN testing begins for Year 3 and Year 5 students
Tuesday 16 March b Parent Student Teacher interviews b Session 1 (appointments to be made through XUNO, once
opened, more information to come)
Wednesday 18 March b 5.30 b 7 pm b School Council Meeting No 1 (for elected members)
Tuesday 24 March b Parent Student Teacher interviews b Session 2 (appointments to be made through XUNO , once
opened , more information to come )
Thursday 26 March b Parent Student Teacher interviews b Session 3 (appointments to be made through XUNO, once
opened, more information to come)
Tuesday 31 March b Parent Student Teacher interviews b Session 4 (appointments to be made through XUNO, once
opened, more information to come)
Thursday 2 April
o Easter Bonnet Parade b9 am Assembly (children design and create their Easter Bonnets as part of their Homework

tasks in the previous weeks) b Easter Raffle drawn (more info coming b we will call for the donation of Easter good s)
O End of Term 1 (2.30 pm dismissal)

Enjoy the read!
Ms Campo and Mr s Bubeck




Term 1, 2026

Prep Term |

Overview

Meet the Prep Team.

Ms Meg Gleeson Ms Jaclyn Littlewood

Ms Rhiannon Jones

Prep G & Prep J Learning Specialist
PLT
Leader

Ms Jyoti Saini ) .
. Mrs Nicole Claire Mrs Loren Ward
Education ] )
Education Education
Support
Support Support

Notes and Announcements

All students are encouraged  You should now have all access

to bring fruit or vegetables in to Xuno and Seesaw. All
their lunch box. Munch and information for incursions,
Crunch is eaten at 10am excursions, payments,
everyday. permissions etc will be sent out

“ through Xuno.



Take Home Reading and

Homework.

Students will change their Take Each week the Preps will
Home Reader daily and take a new participate in Specialist
book home everyday. We strongly

encourage parents to read Take

Home books (decodable and levelled

books) and their child’s Magic Words Please keep an eye on our

(Magic Words are high frequency newsletter to keep track of
words) with them every night. In
your child’s reading diary, please £
record the title of the book that they specialist classes.

have read. Seesaw and Xuno

More information regarding Take

Specialist Classes

subjects, which are Art,
French, PE and Science

when your child is attending

Home Reading will be provided by We encourage parents to
your child’s classroom teacher. regularly keep an eye out
Homework will be sent home for messages and
every Wednesday and is to be information that will be
returned every Monday. Your posted through Seesaw

child’s teacher will notify parents
via Seesaw once Take Home

Reading and Homework
T, photos and regularly

and Xuno.
We will use Seesaw to post

showcase work completed
during class.

Students will visit the Library once  Please contact the school
a week with their class.. On Library office if you are unable to
days, please ensure your child’'s access Seesaw and/or

Library bag is packed in their Xuno.
school bag. Students will be able to
borrow a book every time they visit
the Library (pending they have
returned their previously borrowed
book and have their Library bag
with them).




In Reading, students will learn about the

concepts of print. This will include where to In Writing, students will learn all about the
begin reading a passage and how to track alphabet. We will explore how to write
print on a page. We will begin to investigate lowercase and uppercase letters and we will
the difference between a letter, a word and a begin to experiment with initials sounds of
sentence. words.
Students will begin to establish reading Students will make connections between

strategies, such as one-to-one tracking, using  spoken words (what is said) and writing. For

picture clues and recognising high frequency example, what | say can be expressed through
words. Prep students will be introduced to

phonemic awareness, focusing on letter and

sound recognition, and language awareness.
It is encouraged to begin identifying letters
with your child and the sound they make.

words on a page.

Preps will also learn about the ‘Think, Say,
Sketch, Write' process when learning how to
write different genres of texts. It is
encouraged to begin writing your child's
name and simple words accompanied with a
picture.

Speaking and Listening

Speaking and Listening in Term 1 will focus on the following: Identify rhyme (e.g. words which
sound the same, such as book and look) and syllables (e.g. by clapping word parts - eg.
elephant el-e-phant in spoken words.

Listening to, remembering and following simple instructions and regular classroom routines.
Sequencing ideas when telling a story.

Number and Algebra: In Prep, students will use a range of hands-on materials to assist them

with recognising and remembering the numbers to ten. Throughout the whole term, students
will model, read, write and draw numbers to ten.

Measurement and Geometry: Students will learn about Time, focusing on the days of the
week, and identifying events at specific times and days (e.g. We go to PE every Tuesday).

In PBL this term, students will
learn about cultures in their
immediate world. Students

The Resilience, Rights and Respectful
Relationships learning uses a range
of collaborative learning strategies

which in themselves, provide

- . . will focus on their immediate
opportunities to develop social skills. - ool d
The activities also explicitly engage . arrily, 9me’ SChool, an

with the key content areas of: - friends. This includes cultural

Emotional literacy - Decision making - practices relevant to their lived

Problem-solving - Positive self-regard experiences, such as choice of
- Stress management - Positive food, clothing or housing,
coping + Help-seeking and peer cultural celebrations and

support

language.



Year 1-2 Term 1 Overview 20206

Teachers Education Support Staff

Mrs Karen Ambrose 1-2A Ms Michelle Gerring 1-2A

Ms Kat Anderson 1-2AN Ms Jagdeep Kaur 1-2F

Ms Lauren Gibb 1-2G Ms Rachel Cooper 1-2G

Mrs Simone Roe 1-2R Ms Jo Comer 1-2R

Ms Linda Varol 1-2V Mrs Suzanne Greenslade 1-2V

Ms Bernice Hudson 1-2V

Wriﬁng. Reading & Phonics
Our Writing in Term 1 will focus on personal recounts, narratives and information reports. The students
will write to understand the structure of texts and the features of writing. Handwriting will be explicitly
taught to develop correct letter formation, size and placement on the dotted thirds lines.
In Reading, we will focus on the reading comprehension strategies of making connections and
predicting to build our literal and inferred understanding of texts. Students will have a wide range of
books to read from our classroom library.
In Phonics, we will use the Little Learners Love Literacy Program to develop the students’ knowledge of
sounds and spelling patterns to enable them to decode words. They will develop their phonemic
awareness by blending sounds to read words and segmenting sounds to spell words. They will also
focus on developing their vocabulary by learning the Magic Words to support their reading and

writing.

The students will learn all about numbers, with a focus on counting, number patterns and place value.
Students will use humbers, symbols and objects, including Australian coins, to create skip counting
and repeating patterns and identify the repeating unit.

They will learn to recognise, model, read, write and order numbers to at least 120 (vear1) and to at
least 1000 (Year 2) using physical materials, numerals and number lines.

In Measurement, the students will learn about calendars, days of the week, months of the year and the

seasons. They will describe the duration and sequence of events using years, months, weeks, days and

hours.

PBL
All the students will gain knowledge and skills by working to investigate ‘How to be
a member of the Exford community’. They will focus on the school values of
Respect, Kindness and Personal Best and how to show them every day.
Students will discuss the ‘Gotcha’ rewards program and how they can earn
gotchas both in the classroom and the playground by showing their Personal

Best, Respect and Kindness.
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Take Home Reading will commence on Monday

2 February. All Year 1-2 students are expected to
read every night with an adult, building up to 15
minutes per night.

We ask all students to have their reading diaries
signed by their parents and returned to school
every day so they can be checked off by the

teacher.
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Homework will commence on Wednesday 19
February. Tasks will be pasted in your child's
Homework book every Wednesday and will
comprise of either a Reading, Writing or Maths
activity.

Students should complete the task in their

Homework book and return their Homework

book by the following Monday.

|

Your child’s teacher will regularly post photos

and samples of work to showcase and

celebrate their achievements.
N
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All students will have the opportunity to visit the

Library to borrow a book to read at home. They
require a Library bag for their weekly Library

lesson. These can be purchased from the Office.

@3{7 lerm | Events
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Friday 6 March 2026

Year 1-2 excursion to

The Melbourne Aquarium.
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All students are encouraged to bring some fruit
or vegetables in their lunchbox to eat during

Munch & Crunch time each morning at 10am.

Vs

Readlng

[ Reading Egﬁs ]

All Year 1-2 students will have access to

Reading Eggs/ Reading Eggspress/Fast Phonics
for the year. The program will be used in class
and can be accessed at home to develop
reading skills. Passwords will be posted on

Seesaw.

We look forward to a great Term 1 with lots of learning to be done.

From Mrs Ambrose, Ms Anderson, Ms Gibb, Mrs Roe and Ms Varol.







& Maths

This term in Maths, we will be learning about:

Number:

Students will be building on and cementing their knowledge of place value, number properties (odd
and even numbers) of numbers up to 10,000. Students will then be applying their knowledge to
additive thinking; this will result in students developing their skills in addition of numbers upto 5
digits. This will also be promoting students to use a range of addition and subtraction strategies,
including counting on, skip counting, grouping and counting backwards. These stategies are aiming
at developing students efficiecy in their addititve thinking.

@& Humanities

In Humanities this term, students will have a History focus to their
learning, focusing on the early colonisation of Australia before 1800.
This unit will be split into four sections; Before Contact, Explorers,
Stories of the First Fleet, and Invasion, Survival and Strength.

Students will be exploring the diversity of the First Nations Peopole,
including their social organisation and continuous connection to
Country. They will be examining the causes of the first British colony
and the experiences of individuals and groups involved, such as
military, civilian officials and convicts. Students will be investigating
the effects of British contact on First Nations Australians and their
Country.

Through inquiry and analysis, students will gather and interpret

information from various sources, identify different perpesctives and
draw their own conclusions. They will develop critical thinking skills by
propising informed responses and using subject-specific language
to present their findings.

& Wellbeing

This term in Wellbeing, students will be continuing to develop their social
and emotional skills through the use of the ‘Resilience, Rights and
Respectful Relationships’ program.

This term will have a focus on Help Seeking. In this unit, students will work
towards being able to indentify communication skills that enhance peer
support and help seeking. They will be identifying a range of conflict
resolution and help-seeking strategies to negotiate positive outcomes to
problems they might encounter. Students will also be describing and
applying a range of strategies that can be used in situations that make
them feel uncomforatable or unsafe.

Students will also be learning to develop the concept of leadership and
identifing situations where it is appropriate to adopt this role.

@ NAPLAN Note

Just a note for parents of Year 3 students, as a team we are beginning to prepare the
students for the upcoming NAPLAN testing occuring between March 11 - 23. This is
including making studnets aware of the classroom environment and expectations
during testing. If you wish to discuss any questions or concerns about the NAPLAN
process, please feel free to reach out to Ms Odgers to discuss further.
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Weeks 1-2- Stawt UP prog_roufw

Students will use these two weeks to begin settling into classroom routine. We
will revisit expectations including Take Home Reading, Independent Reading and
expectations when visiting the Library.

Weeks 3-6- NAPLAN Preparation

Students will use the text 'Boy Overboard; by Morris Gleitzman to begin preparing
our Year 5 students for NAPLAN. We will be focusing on identifying differing
viewpoints, finding literal and inferred information and analysing different text

types.
Weeks 7-10- Boy OverBoard,

Students will continue their book study on ‘Boy Overboard’ by Morris Gleitzman
where we will be focusing on text themes and understanding the deeper meaning
__the author intended.

)
e 1-2- Start Up Program

Students will use these two weeks to begin settling into classroom routine. We
will revisit expectations including looking over the ‘Seven Steps of Writing'
program which we will use alongside the ‘6 + 1 Traits of Writing' program to
develop student writing and word choice throughout the year.

Weels 3-6- NAPLAN prepowai}'&n

Students will spend this unit working on sentence structure and writing traits. Thig
will include focus on correctly using punctuation, a range of connectives and
developing their writing through different sentence types. We will focus on
Narrative writing for 2 weeks and then Persuasive writing for 2 weeks.

Weeks 7-10- lifornalion pep&rts

Students will create Information Reports aligned with our History unit in
Humanities. These will also align with our book study and incorporate themes
found within ‘Boy Overboard'. Students will work on finding information online

R
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Weeks 1-2- Stauwt UF progrol.m
Students will use these two weeks to begin settling into classroom routine. We
will revisit expectations including behaviour when working in Maths rotation
groups, Essential Assessment expectations and managing self doubt.

Weeks 3-8 - Nuniber
Students will be working on their additive thinking skills, involving addition and
subtraction of whole numbers, decimal numbers and fractions. Students will also
be focusing on the properties of a whole number including products, factors,
multiples and prime and composite definitions.

Weeks 9-10- Stalistics and Prebobili
Students will be collecting data about their classmates and creating data different
kinds of data displays to visually show this data. They will then use these displays

This unit explores the political, social and economic causes that led to the
establishment of British colonies in Australia after 1800. Students will explore the
development of British colonies in Australia during the 1800s and the wide-ranging
impacts on people, environments and communities. They will examine the
motivations behind colonisation, how settlement patterns formed and how these
patterns changed the natural environment. Throughout the unit, students build
empathy and historical thinking by interpreting primary and secondary sources,
writing from historical perspectives and identifying cause-and-effect relationships.
This unit will link with our Information Reports when we explore the most
important people, events and ideas that shaped life in the Australian colonies
kbetween 1800 and 1900.

Pesiience, Pigfts and, Respectful Relationstips |

To,oio 6 - 'Ifeep Seeﬁ'ng j"!‘

This topic will assist students to:

e identify situations in which they should seek help in working through problems
e |dentify a list of trusted people to seek out when needing help

e Normalise and de-stigmatise help-seeking behaviour

* Contribute to groups and teams.




%\% The Arts

In Term 1 our focus is to build predictable routines and
establish clear expectations to ensure that students feel
comfortable to show their creativity and thrive.

\ v

Term 1 2026

{ N & B
( Prep ) ( 3-4 )
For our first term of art, In Year 3-4 students will
Prep students will build focus on creating
on foundational skills drawings with various
such as fine motor and techniques. We will learn
experimenting with to create artwork inspired
colour, line and shape. by Alma Thomas.
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Year 5-6 will create
artwork with understanding
of colour theory and the
elements of art. Students
will explore how art is used

cool colours. to express emotion and
communicate ideas. O
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In Term 1, 1-2 students
will revisit the elements of
art. Students will create
drawings using warm and




PE at Exford PS in Term ]
Year Prep

To begin Term 1 at Exford, the Year Prep students will start the year with learning the
expectations and routine in P.E. Students will play a range of different games that involve
listening to instructions, staying within the game boundaries, safe play, and appropriate use
of the Physical Education equipment. The Year Prep students will also be developing their
locomotor skills such as running, jumping, hopping, and leaping.

Year 1-2

The Year 1-2 students will be beginning the year with re-engaging with the expectations and
routines in Physical Education lessons, students will also develop their ability to solve
movement challenges while participating in small groups with others in a positive manner.
To finish off Term 1, the Year 1-2 students will be continuing to build on their locomotor skills
such as running, jumping, hopping, and leaping, while focusing on these skills students will
continue to learn about the importance of fair play, sharing and turn-taking.

Year 3-4

To begin the term, the Year 3-4 students will be engaging in our Physical Education start up
program, where we explore the routine and expectations of P.E in 2026, students will
participate in a range of team building games and activities. To continue Term 1, the

students will be learning the skills of Cricket, such as bowling, batting and fielding by playing
a range of modified games and activities, throughout these activities there will be an
emphasis on applying rules fairly and working co-operatively with team members.

Year 5-6

To begin the year, the Year 5-6 students will complete the Physical Education start up
program, the students will apply teamwork skills and fair play in a range of different
activities. The students will continue Term 1 by engaging with the skills of Volleyball, the key
skills that will be focussed on are digging, spiking, serving and setting. Students will have a
focus on displaying effective communication skills while working with a team environment
and understanding when to complete each Volleyball skill in a game situation.







