Exford Primary School
Teams Newsletter

2025 Term 1 at Exford PS!

At the start of each term, our teaching teams prepare an outline of the term ahead, so that our families have
insights into their child’s classroom work to come.

As always, please contact your child’s teacher to discuss your child’s learning and for any queries or issues you may

have.

Tuesday 28 January — 2025 Term 1 begins for all staff - Pupil Free Day No 1 for students
Wednesday 29 January — Pupil Free Day No 2 for Students

Thursday 30 January — 2025 School year starts for Years 1-6 students

Thursday 30 January — Tuesday 4 February — 2025 Prep Assessment appointments
Wednesday 5 February — 2025 Preps begin - 10 am - 2.30 pm

Thursday 6 and Friday 7 February — 2025 preps - 8.50 am — 2.30 pm

Friday 7 February - Year 1-6 NEW children are presented at our Sharing Assembly on Friday
morning — they will share their official ‘Starting School at EPS’ certificate!

Monday 10 — 2025 Preps begin full time attendance at school - 8.50 am — 3.30 pm

Friday 14 February — Our Year Prep children will be presented at our Sharing Assembly - they will

share their official ‘Starting School at EPS’ certificate!
Wednesday 19 February — 5.30 — 7 pm — School Council Meeting No 1 (for elected members)
Friday 28 February — Maths Incursion — invitation only
Monday 3 March — Year 3-6 MPSSA Swimming Carnival — selected students only
Tuesday 4 — Thursday 6 March - Year 5-6 Warra Gnan Warrnambool camp
Monday 10 March — Labour Day Public Holiday
Wednesday 12 March — NAPLAN testing begins for Year 3 and Year 5 students
Friday 14 March - Year 1-2 Ballarat Wildlife Park excursion
Tuesday 18 March — Deadly Dreamin’ Festival — Year 3-6 students* invitation only
Conferences Thursday 3 April — Pupil Free Day — Parent Student Teacher interviews
(appointments to be made through XUNO, once opened)
Friday 4 April
o Easter Bonnet Parade as part of our 9 am Assembly
o Children design and create their Easter Bonnets as part of their Homework tasks in
the previous weeks

End of Term 1 (2.30 pm dismissal)

Enjoy the read!

Ms Campo and Mr Wilson




Term 1, 2025 "

Prep Term 1

Overview

0000

Meet the Prep Team.

Ms Zaffie Mastrop Ms Kellie Monagle Ms Meg Gleeson Ms Jaclyn Littlewood
Prep M & Prep K Prep G Learning Specialist
PLT Leader

Ms Lisa Van Gemert Ms Joanne Comer Ms Loren Ward Ms Jagdeep Kaur
Education Education Education Education
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Notes and Annoucements
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to Xuno and Seesaw. All
information for incursions,
excursions, payments,
permissions etc will be sent out
through Xuno.

to bring fruit or vegetables in
their lunchbox to eat during
Munch and Crunch each
morning at 10am.




Take Home Reading and
Homework.

Students will take home new
books three times a week. We

strongly encourage parents to Each week the Preps will
read Take Home books (decodable participate in Specialist
and levelled readers) and their subjects, which are Art,

child’s Magic Words (Magic Words
are high frequency words) with
them every night. In your child’s

French, PE and Science.

reading diary, please record the Please keep an eye on our
title of the book that they have newsletter to keep track of
read.

when your child is attending

More information regarding Take specialist classes.
Home Reading will be provided by
your child’s classroom teacher.
We encourage parents to

regularly keep an eye out for
messages and information

Homework will be sent home
every Wednesday and is to be
returned every Monday. Your

child’s teacher will notify parents that will be posted through
via Seesaw once Take Home Seesaw and Xuno.
Reading and Homework

commence. .
, We will use Seesaw to post

photos and regularly
showcase work completed
during class.

Our classes will have one session
per week in the Library, where
students are able to borrow books.
On Library days, please ensure
their Library bags are broughtto  Please contact the school
school as children will not be able  office if you are unable to
to borrow books without them. access Seesaw and/or Xuno.

Please ensure all library books are
returned to school.



In Reading, students will learn In Writing, students will learn
about the concepts of print.  all about the alphabet. We will

This will include where to explore how to write
begin reading a passage and lowercase and uppercase
how to track print on a page. letters and we will begin to
We will begin to investigate experiment with initials

the difference between a sounds of words.

letter, a word and a sentence.
Students will make

Students will begin to connections between spoken
establish reading strategies, words (what is said) and
such as one-to-one tracking, writing. For example, what |

using picture clues and say can be expressed through

recognising high frequency words on a page.
words.
Preps will also learn about the
Prep students will be ‘Think, Say, Sketch, Write’
introduced to phonemic process when learning how to
awareness, focusing on letter writing procedural texts.

and sound recognition, and
language awareness.

Speaking and Listening

Speaking and Listening in Term 1 will focus on the following:

¢ |dentify rhyme (e.g. words which sound the same, such as book
and look) and syllables (e.g. by clapping word parts - e.g. elephant
-el-e-phant) in spoken words.

¢ |dentify sounds in spoken words.

e Listening to, remembering and following simple instructions and
regular classroom routines.

e Sequencing ideas when telling a story.



Number and Algebra: In Prep, students will use a range of
hands-on materials to assist them with recognising and
remembering the numbers to ten. Throughout the whole
term, students will model, read, write and draw numbers to
ten.

Measurement and Geometry: Students will learn about Time,
focusing on the days of the week, and identifying events at
specific times and days (e.g. We go to PE every Tuesday).

Wellbeing PBL

The Resilience, Rights and In PBL this term, students will

Respectful Relationships learn about cultures in their

learning uses a range of immediate world. Students

collaborative learning strategies Will focus on their immediate

which in themselves, provide family, home, school, and

opportunities to develop social ~ friends. This

skills. includes cultural practices
relevant to their lived

The activities also experiences, such as choice of

explicitly engage with the key ~ food, clothing or housing,

content areas of: cultural celebrations and

- Emotional literacy language.

- Decision making

« Problem-solving

- Positive self-regard

- Stress management

- Positive coping

- Help-seeking and peer support
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This term in Literacy, students will be looking at various
strategies that will increase their skills and across both
non-fiction and fiction genres of Reading and Writing.

In Reading, we will be exploring different guestioning
techniques to aid in our understanding of a text. We will
also be extending our questioning skills by reading
several genres of text, both nen-fiction and fiction.

In Writing, we will be using the ‘Seven Steps to Writing
Success’ to work on creating an effective plan, using
sizzling starts, tightening the tension, using show don't
tell and finally creating exciting endings. We will use
these techniques across the genres, persuasive and
narrative texts and poetry.

v Weekly Homework will begin on
Wednesday February 19. It is sent
home edach Wednesday and is due
back the following Monday.

Weekly Homework will consist of
alternating tasks relating to the
learning concepts being covered in
the classrcom. The focus of the
Homework tasks will rotate between
Reading, Writing and Maths

Nightly Reading will begin on
Monday 10 February, where students
will use their student diary to record
their nightly reading. It is expected
that students bring their diary to
school on a daily basis. This is an
excellent tool to help students take
responsibility for their learning and
develop their organisational skills.

Take Home Reading begins
Homewaork begins

Labour Day Public Holiday

Year 3 NAPLAN Testing




& Maths

& Humanities

& Wellbeing

@& NAPLAN Note
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TERM 1, 2025

‘What’s happening in

ket

Sudents will study the text What About Thao?” by Oler P. They will expbre the
Weeks What Abou author’s word choice and infer the meaning of different uses of figwratie
1-3 Thao?  bngnage. The students will predict before, during and after reading and adjust their
prediction as they kearn new formation.
Students will spend three weeks mvestigating editorial texts, which will ink to our
Editorial persuasne writing unit. They will critique and analyse the effectneness of different
features of these texts which they can then bring info ther own writing
Sudents will spend the end of the term investigating mformation reports which
Weeks Synthesisir willink to our writing unit. They will recognise new information ard categorise
7.4g nfermation information to develop new attitudes and information

Weeks
4-6

Reports
What’s happening in %
Students will be working on devebping their writing using the Seven Steps of
Week Narrative Wting program They will work on phnning the structure of ther stories,
1-3 capturing the reader’s attention with a sizding start and builkding suspense to
keep therr readers engagemnent.
Students will craft conpeling and persuasie editorials using the Seven Seps
Weeks Editorial of Whiting, They are karning to phn and structure strong argiurernts, hook

4-6 readers with powerful openings, use entive bingiage and facts to persuade
ther audience and support therr opinions with evidence and reasoning,

Students will uncover history with a focus on devebping informmation reports
that Ink with our Huranities unit. They will devebop therr research skills to
explore historical events and peopk. They will then use these facts to
construct an information report written in a factual and obective style whike
maintaming engagement with therr reader.

Weeks Informatior
7-10 Reports



TERM 1, 2025

1

'What’s happening in £

o Students will begin getting to know each other by refining questions they can
Weeks Statistics ar . (o eollect data about the students around their chssroors. They will use
1-2 Prabability this data to analyse their chssmates and compare the different chss sefs.

Students will focus on different kinds of murbers and ther properties. They
Weeks Number andwil understand how murbers are chssified between prime or composite
3-6 Algebra  murbers, recognise patterns in a sequence using triangle and square murbers,
and use factors and multipks to find rehtionships between murbers.

Students will focus on addition and subtraction using decials, percentages,

Weeks  Additive fractions and mixed murbers. They will also focus on using estimation to

4 Thinking check the reasonabkness of ther answers.
R
What’s happening in Dﬁé

In "Brm 1 students will be explring the formation of an
Apstralan Federation. They will study the origins of our
systemof national government and karn about the key Weeks -
figres and reasons for wniiting as a nation. They will 3.9 History
exarrne Australian hurren nights, past, and present,
incliding the status and rights of Aboriginal and Brres
Srait Ishnder Feopks and children. They will develop their
understanding of migration and its mpact on the
developrrent of Australia as a nation.
TR S S G — R

Respectful Relationships

Bpc 1 Emtioml lteracy- Sudents will karn different ways to express emptions and :fé:iLT'ENCE

the reltionship between emotions and behaviour. RESPECTFUL
RELATIONSHIPS

Dpic 2: Rersonal Srengths- Students will identify and describe personal attributes
mmportant in devebping resience and achieving success.

Ms Schembri, Ms Van  Gemert , Ms Farrar, Ms  Eckardt andMs Scalzo .




P THEC ARTS,
TCRIN 1, 2025

In Term 1, we will spend time

settling into Art Room routines

and expectations following the

school values. -
Students will create some bright Yeor 1 2

new artworks to fill our hallways.
Year 1-2 students will

explore and learn
techniques using bright

Yea r Prep colours and patterns in

landscapes and portraits.
Year Prep students will We will learn about

spend Term 1 being ceramic artists.

introduced to the elements

of Art! They include colour,

line, shape, pattern and Yeor 3-4

texture,
Year 3-4 students will
create collages, learn
about Australian Artist,
Pete Cromer and have

‘ fun learning about
sculptures.
Year 5-6
Year 5-6 students will focus on m

creating artwork inspired by
Heather Galler, Pete Cromer and
Yayoi Kusama.



PE @ Exford PS
Year Prep: @

In Term 1, the Year Prep students will begin their Physical Education journey at school by learning how to
stay within a play space, how to play safely, how to follow rules and instructions as well as going
through the expectations and routine in Physical Education. The students will also be introduced to a
range of fun activities and games where they can apply basic locomotor skills, such as running, jumping
and leaping - with a focus on completing each skill using the correct technique and how to do them
safely.

(4
Year 1-2: 'K’

The Year 1-2 students will begin the year by establishing the expectations and rules in Physical
Education and the new Gymnasium by playing a wide range of co-operative activities. Students will
then progress on to their locomotor skills unit, where they will continue to develop how to run, jump,

leap and dodge using the correct technique and in a safe manner.

Year 3-4: D d

To begin Term 1, the Year 3-4 students will be learning the expectations and rules for Physical Education
in our new Gym by completing different games and team building activities. Students will then continue
Term 1 by learning the basic skills, such as serving, fore-hand and back-hand striking and the rules of
Tennis through modified games and skill-based activities.

(=]
Year 5-6: W

The Year 5-6 students will start the school year by establishing a routine and understanding the
expectations for Physical Education by participating in team building activities and a wide range of
games and activities. Students will continue the term learning the rules and skills of Basketball. Students
will take on a variety of different roles, such as scorers, players, referees and even journalists as we
identify different ways they can be involved in sport while learning new skills to help us stay fit and

active.




This term, we are diving into the fascinating world of Earth and
Space Sciences! Across all year levels, students will be engaging
in hands-on experiments and exciting activities to explore the

mysteries of our planet and beyond. Get ready for a fun-filled

journey of discovery!

Learning Area

FOUNDATION

WEATHER IN MY
WORLD

Our youngest scientists are learning all about different types of weather and how they affect our
daily lives. Through fun temperature experiments and playing with wind, students are discovering

the power of nature in action!

YEARS 1 &2

WATER WORKS

\Water is everywhere! Students are exploring the properties of water, how it moves and why it is so
important. We are conducting experiments to see how water changes form, flows through

different materials, and is utilised by a variety of people within our community.

\What makes day and night? How does the Earth’s rotation affect us? Students are investigating these
questions by creating models of the Earth, Sun and Moon, helping them understand how these

celestial bodies interact to create the cycles of day and night.

YEARS5&6

EARTH’'S PLACE IN
SPACE

Senior primary students are venturing beyond our planet to explore the solar system and beyond]
By building scale models, tracking planetary movements and even experimenting with gravity,

they are developing a deeper understanding of Earth’s role in the vast universe.

Science Challenge

Can you create a working model of the water cycle? Try making one in a
sealed container and observe how water moves through evaporation,

condensation, and precipitation.

For questions and clarifications, you may reach out me at lisa.romanski@education.vic.gov.au



French ot Guford PS in 2025

Boniour &
Biensenue aus fasses az}umgaw 2025 |
(Welcome to French Lasses 2025])

Another year at Exford Primary School with LOTE French immersion occurring for all classes.
Term 1 will cover topics, such as ordinal numbers, parts of the body, singing, discovering the global
presence of French, its cultural impact worldwide, asking and answering questions in French and a
range of various activities students will engage in.

In Term 1, our French classes will focus on:

Year Prep — In Term 1, we are mimicking French sounds, learning greetings, pets, and food with songs, games,
and colouring.

Year 1-2 will discover how to play their favourite games (Uno, Bingo, etc.) while reviewing classroom rules,
numbers, colours, food to name a few in French language.

« We will play games, using the identified vocabulary: cinq=5, écoutez=listen and more.

e YL1(un)+ 3 (trois) =(égal ) 4 (quatre). Y2: Juste/trouvé=well done.

Year 3-4 will explore conversation and plays reflecting their previous learning; ‘describe and draw’, jeu des 7
familles’ in French language.

e We will ask and answer questions on topics, such as: Happy Families: fruits, family, sports, animals, ..

Year 5-6 will improve the use of the language in daily routine in plays, langnage variations and cover adaptive
topics for this purpose.
o Example:

o Ouestton école ? Ton école est ot ? Ou se trouve ton école ? (Where is your school?)

o Mon école est en Australie a Victoria, prés de Melbourne. (My school is in Victoria, Australia, near

Melbourne.)

Nous parlons, chantons, conversons en utilisant nos phrases avec des activités ludiques.
We speak, sing, converse using our French sentences with fun activities:

Our vocabulary and topics:
. Visit, travels: Bordeaux and the region.
2. Culture:le Cinema.
3. Food: Garlic potatoes BBQ (recipe posted to Seesaw ) Un délice! (A delight!)
4. Easyeveryday Q and A to exchange with friends and family.

Bordeaux, Gironde France




