2020 Term 4 at Exford PS!
At the start of each term, our teaching teams prepare an outline of the term ahead, so that our
families have insights into their child’s classroom work to come.

Whilst 2020 has definitely not been an ordinary year, we continue to provide information for our
families about the work of the term to come.

It is just lovely to have all of our children and staff return to school and our thanks to families for
following our Return to School Plan so well.
Our teachers will be working with the children to identify their learning needs, given our Remote
Learning experience and continuing to provide focused and responsive teaching.
We are yet to receive any details from the Department regarding Minister Merlino’s announcement
of tutors being available in schools.
As always, please contact your child’s teacher to discuss your child’s learning and for any queries
or issues you may have.
Enjoy the read!
Ms Campo and Mr Wilson

LOTE - Auslan Term 4
– Andrew Welshe
Hello all, a quick reflection from last week and thoughts for this week. It has
been an incredible journey and great to see lots of Auslan improvement
coming from students. I want to thank parents/carers who have helped encourage your child/ren in
this learning. Most importantly, I would like to congratulate Exford students for following your three
school values, demonstrating Respect, Kindness and definitely showing your
Personal Best. For me, the highlight is being able to greet and have a simple
conversation with you in the morning in Auslan. Thank you.
For this term, I will be providing a lot of refresher materials, such as
fingerspelling and vocabulary revision to allow students to re-familiarise
themselves with past learning as well as providing new learning and extending on prior learning. We
will have the opportunity to expand putting and translating a simple text into an Auslan sentence.
As I mentioned in the last newsletter, there is always room for
improvement with all family members participating to ensure a
fun learning environment and develop and extend on the Auslan
learning. You may have noticed that there are a number of news
programs that now include Auslan interpreters, especially with
the daily announcements from Dan Andrews and Emergency
Victoria during times of bushfire, flood and storm. I would
strongly encourage you and your child/ren to watch the ABC
news every Sunday from 6 to 6:30pm. This broadcast
encompasses high quality interpreting of current affairs, sports and weather and at the end of the
bulletin, there is also a deaf person signing some of the news in Auslan.

I know it is bit early, but it is never too late to
learn….

Foundation students
Prep students will continue focussing on learning the letters of the alphabet in Auslan as well as the
signs for familiar greetings, responding to greetings and colours.
We are learning to • Recognise letters from alphabet;
• Use the dominant hand (this will be posted onto seesaw shortly) so that the children know which
hand to use when signing; and
• Express simple vocabulary signs.

Year 1 and 2 students
Students in Years 1 and 2 will be studying and reviewing a mixture of known signs and new sign
concepts.
Students will be reviewing and using known vocabulary in everyday conversations and simple sentences.
We are learning to –
• Read fingerspelling;
• Recognise signs from media presentations and using maths such as how much items are in a
shop, how to save, spend and give change; and
• Understand categories of signs, such as colours, shapes, objects, places, greetings, manners
and people in Auslan.

Year 3 and 4 students
Year 3 and 4 students will continue (based on last year and this year’s sessions) to experience learning
sessions looking at the use of commonly used words in Auslan. Students will use and extend on their
knowledge of familiar topical signs and use these to ask for information and respond to questions asked.
We are learning to –
• Use Auslan gestures when signing;
• Share and receive information using Auslan; and

• Ask for information and give answers using Auslan
•
Year 5 and 6
Students in Years 5 and 6 will continue practising their fingerspelling and look at the complex structure
of Auslan grammar and endeavour to recognise signs from media presentations and practise using
signed conversation in an everyday format. Students will have an opportunity to learn about successful
deaf people around the world.
We are learning to –
• Retell information using Auslan;
• Use natural gestures to add meaning to signs;
• Share information using Auslan; and
• Gain information and share information.
Questions are often asked about the best way that children can learn sign language and how you can
assist your child/ren with their Auslan homework. Ideas include:
-

learning online by watching YouTube clips, Sally and Possum, watching news especially ABC
news on Sunday 6:00-6:30pm;
watching and mimicking interpreters;
using an app (be sure it incorporates Auslan and not other sign languages such as ASL
(American Sign Language; and
reading a book - there are plenty available on Auslan Storybooks:
https://www.auslanstorybooks.com/the-storybook-library.html

