Life in the Classroom

The First Day
The first day of school is such a special and momentous day for your child and for your family.

We set the start time as 10 am, so that the rest of the school is settled and the car park is
clear, so that the family members for each child is able to join in the day (Covid restrictions
will apply of course).
Families are welcome to arrive from 9:30 am, to take family
photos in the school grounds and to join in the joy of the first
day!

The First Day…cont’d
Please make sure that your child is in full school uniform and that they have their supplies for
the day
• Healthy fruit snacks
• Healthy lunch
• Water bottle
• Change of clothes and spare underwear sets
• A favourite book and toy to share
• A bottle of roll-on sunscreen in their school bag
• The Exford school hat

The First Day…cont’d
You are very welcome to come into the classroom and share in the excitement. We encourage
you to help your child choose an activity to do from the range of activities laid out.
Once your child is settled, reassure them that you will return at 2:30 pm (after lunch) and that
you can’t wait to hear about their first day.
If your child is anxious about you leaving, your child’s teacher will help. There may be some
tears, but we will remain with your child until settled.
Your child will have activities to bring home to share with you.

Thursday 4 & Friday 5 February
Each day will start the same way – Thursday at 10 am and Friday at 8:50 am and both days will
have a 2:30 pm dismissal time. If Covid-normal is achieved, we have parents waiting out the
front of each classroom and release the children to their parents. We will not release children
if no adult is waiting for them.
Each day will be focused on building routines and on being really engaging, to build your
child’s enjoyment of the school experience.
There will be developmental play, stories and songs and activities to bring home to share.
This week, the Prep children will have their outside play time at a different time to the other
children.

School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports
➢ Exford Primary VALUES:
Kindness
Respect
Personal Best

➢ Exford Primary TEACHES
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR
➢ Exford Primary is POSITIVE
➢ Exford Primary is CONSISTENT

Week of Monday 8 – Friday 12 February
This will be the first full week of school for our Prep children and by the end of it they
will be so tired!
During this week we will:
● Continue to focus on daily classroom routines
● Introduce them to the playground when the other children are outside – Prep staff
will remain with the children outside and slowly withdraw their additional support
across the week, as guided by the children’s comfort levels (we have many staff
members on Yard Supervision at recess and lunch times)
● Visit other classes, including Prep Buddy classes
● Explore the playground – including the areas where children can’t play

Literacy and Mathematics
Friday 29 January, Monday 1 – Wednesday 3 February will be the Prep assessment days where the children
attend by appointment with their teacher. Parents are welcome to wait in the staff room (Covid restrictions,
depending).
Once school begins, the teachers will use the information they have gathered about the children’s learning
needs in Literacy and Mathematics to guide their planning for each child.
Your child may describe their learning tasks as playing games and listening to stories, and they will be right!
Much early learning is carried out in playing games and using learning materials such as play centres, counters
and manipulatives.
Specialist subjects will also begin this week.

Curriculum Overview
Victorian Curriculum
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/

Our initial focus is on building routines and
personal and social skills, and on early
concepts in Literacy and Mathematics
Literacy and Mathematics form the core of
the learning for each day, with time for
other areas of the curriculum.

Play and Literacy and Numeracy development
•

•

We provide shared play experiences to stimulate writing and
scaffold oral language – e.g. reading the story ‘Rosie’s Walk’
and going for a walk around the school and taking photos to
create their own version of the story (Maths language – over,
under, around)
We make connections to rich picture books to ensure reading
and writing connections where possible.

Reading
●
●
●
●
●

Love of reading and books – listening to stories and ‘reading’ stories
Letter and sound relationships (what they hear in words and how they
sounds can be written down.
Early reading knowledge and behaviours (where do we start reading?,
letters, words, sentences, capital letters and full stops).
Decoding of words
Comprehending – using meaning, making connections from their own
experience, using letter information and sentence structure (how do we
say it in English?

Take Home Reading
Will begin in Term One – but please read TO your child EVERY NIGHT – choosing favourite
picture books, Library books, rhyming books, fiction and information books

Please start your reading at home routine TODAY!
Take Home reading – we provide simple, highly predictable books which are levelled so
that they are just right for your child.

How you can help:
•
•
•

Build nightly reading into an enjoyable, fun routine
Share the reading
Preview, Pause, Prompt, Praise

Writing
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

All about developing a love for writing and expressing their thoughts
Every child comes to school as a writer
Language experience
Vocabulary development – enriching their spoken language affects
their reading and writing skills
Love of writing – happy to experiment with drawings, symbols
and developing letters
Early writing knowledge and behaviours
Letter formation
Spelling of high frequency words

Focus on spelling and phonological awareness
We focus on the children being able to hear sounds in
words and record the letters or combinations of letters
which make the sounds – this is an important part of
literacy.
Being able to identify the letters of the alphabet in
lower and upper case and recognising sounds they
make is a focus during the first semester. Using the
letter and word knowledge they develop, will assist
students with their reading and writing development.

Mathematics

Mathematics Curriculum:
● Number and Algebra
● Measurement and Geometry
● Statistics and Probability

Mathematics
Mathematics in Prep:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Exploration
Hands on
Use of materials
Real life contexts
Collaborative
Build enjoyment

How you can help:
●
●
●

Notice and discuss ‘everyday Mathematics’
Promote a positive attitude towards Mathematics
Celebrate thinking, not being correct

Project Based Learning (PBL)
● Concepts
○
○
○
○

Community
Social Justice
Identity
Necessity

* Sustainability
* Creativity
* Change
* Curiosity

● Driving Questions
o
o

Curriculum aligned
Humanities / Science / Technologies / Capabilities

● Authentic Audience
● Projects / Public Products – links to
excursions

Specialist Programs
One hour sessions per week with a
Specialist Teacher
● The Arts
○
○
○

Performing Arts
Visual Arts
Music

● Physical Education and Health
● Languages – Australian Sign
Language (Auslan)

Prep Camp
What is it?
This experience will involve students coming to school
in their pyjamas with a backpack of items they need to
get dressed and clean their teeth. Students will then
participate in a range of activities throughout the
school day with their peers.
Why are we doing it?

To prepare students for the concept of Camp and
build their independence in a supportive and
collaborative environment.

Special Events …
… we do love a dress-up day!

Prep Assessments
● First week of school (book a time via school interview
website)
● Assessments in English and Mathematics
● Forms the basis of the teacher’s development of a learning
plan for each child
● There is no ‘expected’ level

Parent Helpers
Aim: To contribute to the growth, achievement and well-being of our students
and to further develop strong home-school relationships

Parent Helpers require a ‘Working with children check’ (you can apply for free)
▪ Small group work to support:
o Reading, Writing, Spelling and Mathematics
▪ Working with individuals
▪ Listen to students read
▪ Resource preparations
▪ Special events and activities

Seesaw
● It is a learning portfolio for your child – work samples, photos, fun moments
● We post photos and videos of the children at work and play
● Learning goals and assessment feedback

● Special moments and certificates
● Parents can give their child feedback

● Parents can share access with other family members

