Exford
Primary
School
Where Children Count!

www.exfordps.vic.edu.au

At Exford, these qualities are really
important:
Respect Kindness Personal Best
… and it’s up to all of us to show them
every day in every thing we say and every
thing we do!
Principal: Ms Lisa Campo
Phone: 9743 5025
exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au

NEWSLETTER No.4 (Term 1, 2021)
Thursday 18 March 2021
You are represented on School Council by:
Parents: Amanda (Caitlyn), Cherry (Jaron), Joel (Gus), Laura (Ollie), Naiomi
(Kallan and Ashlyn), Rebecca (Hannah, Joshua and Thomas), Sadia (Inaaya)
Sharon (Charlie & Archie)
Community Representatives: Graham and Jacki (SC President)
Staff: Ms Campo, Mrs Cassar, Mr Wilson and TBC

Reminders! These payments are due for all students:
 Student Book Packs (Paperchase)
 Prep - 2 children only – Reading Eggs subscription
 Year Prep - 4 children only – Mathletics subscription

Ms Campo’s News...
Student Attendance and Tutoring
Given the challenges of 2020’s Remote Learning, we strongly encourage
students to be at school EVERY SINGLE DAY, unless they are unwell.
Wherever possible, we encourage families to make appointments outside of
school hours and if not possible, to make the appointments early morning or
late afternoon so that the children are at school for as much of the day as
possible.
We urge parents NOT to keep the children home for any reason other than
ill health or an unavoidable appointment (please don’t keep children at
home for social reasons e.g. birthdays, shopping, family visits).

Every lesson, every day in the classroom and at school
counts, even more so than in previous years, as we support
children to ‘catch-up’ on their learning, their friendship and
wellbeing.
We remind parents to use our FlexiSchools app or to email the school on
exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au to advise us of a student’s absence. It is a
DET requirement that every day’s absence is explained in writing.

Cut out & stick me to the fridge!

------------------

Dates to Remember:
Please add them to your calendar!

2021 Dates
Term 1
Friday 26 March

School Photos
Students must be in full school
uniform with hair neatly tied
back, please
Thursday 1 April

Easter Bonnet Parade at
8:50 am – all welcome!
(on the oval)
End of Term 1
2:30 pm dismissal

Term 2
Monday 19 April
Term 2 Begins for students and staff
Tuesday 27 April
Parent Student Teacher Conferences
Thursday 29 April
Parent Student Teacher Conferences
Sunday 25 April
ANZAC Day
Wednesday 5 May
MPSSA Cross Country
Friday 21 May
EPS Athletics Carnival – Bridge Road
Tuesday 26 May
Western Region Divisional Cross
Country
Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June
Yr 5-6 Swimming & Water Safety
Program
Friday 4 June
MPSSA Winter Sport Lightening
Premiership
Monday 14 June
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Monday 16 June
School Council Mtg – 6.30 pm
Monday 16 June
MPSSA Yr 5-6 Soccer
Monday 22 June

Reading every day

Covid-19 Audit

Our classes are focusing on supporting our kids to strengthen their
reading habits – it is CRITICAL that the kids are reading daily or being
read to. I love this excerpt from some research into the impact of
reading (or being read to) for 20 minutes daily.

All DET schools have been notified that they
will undergo a Covid-19 Practices Audit and
we had our one last week. The auditor was
very impressed with our practices, thank
you to Mr Wilson who has been co-ordinating
and communicating our school’s practices.
The auditor did recommend that we
continue with our social-distancing practices
for arrivals and departures, given our small
school site.

Melton District Swimming
Carnival
On Wednesday 3 March, twelve
students represented Exford at
the Melton District Swimming
Carnival. All our competitors
represented our school with
pride, demonstrating Respect,
Kindness and Personal Best.
We have 4 students now going to the
Divisional Carnival next Wednesday,
including Ryder, Charlie, Amy & myself. We
are super excited to give it a red-hot crack.
By Zane
Some of us won a ribbon for
coming 1st, 2nd or 3rd.
Unfortunately, out school
didn’t win overall. We were
proud to represent Exford and
made sure we had fun.
Everyone did awesome on
Wednesday and swam like mermaids. From
all of us, thank you Mr Gundry and Mr
Young, for supporting us and taking care of
us. By Amy

Office News
‘ It may feel hard to find 20 minutes each day to read with your
child, but the cost of not doing this is far too great. Children who
read for just 20 minutes per day see 1.8 million words each year and
have scores on standardised tests in the 90th percentile (because
they have experienced so many words!). Compare this with the child
who is reading for just 1 minute per day, they only see 8000 words
each year and have scores in the 10th percentile on standardised
tests. A small amount of reading each day makes an incredible
difference!’ (Nagy and Herman, 1987)

This is a lovely read for parents and educators
alike, and describes how easy it is to support
children’s reading development. ‘Reading Magic’
by Mem Fox: Mem Fox is a renowned children’s
author (she wrote ‘Possum Magic’).

Easter Raffle (Fundraiser)
During March, we ask our families to donate
Easter goodies for us to make up into Easter
Raffle Hampers. Raffle tickets were sent
home with your child/children on Friday 26
February, for you to sell to family and
friends.
The Easter Raffle will be drawn at the final
Term 1 Assembly on Thursday 1 April at 2:10
pm.
Please send along your Easter goodie
donations!

Casual Replacement Teachers
As you may have seen from Seesaw messages we have
sent classes, CRTs are quite hard to get this year as
many of them have been picked up in the Tutor Learning
Initiative. We have a steady pool of private CRTs and we
also use a CRT agency. However, when we can’t get a
quality CRT to cover a teacher absence, we will divide
the children across their cohort, and the children follow
the team’s planning in that classroom for the day. Our
Prep classes are so small (14-16 children), that dividing
one class across the other two classes will be our main
strategy for covering teacher absences.

Easter Bonnet Parade
During the last week of Term 1, Homework tasks are
devoted to designing and creating an Easter Bonnet
creation from Prep to Year 6. We will hold a Parade at a
special Assembly at 8:50 am on Thursday 1 April on the
oval and our families are welcome to join us. Face masks
MUST be worn by visiting adults.

Physical Education classes

Office News
Asthma & Anaphylaxis Plans
A reminder to return your child’s Asthma and / or
Anaphylaxis plans back to the Office. If you have
misplaced this document, please call Mrs Kelly in the
Office.

Reading Eggs & Mathletics
Payments for Reading Eggs (Year Prep – 2) and Mathletics
(Year Prep – 4) are still open. If you have an amount
due, payments can be made via QKR, at your earliest
convenience. Alternatively, you can visit our Office to
make a payment.

School Photos
Photo envelopes have been sent home with your child /
children. They are to be returned to the office on or
before our School Photo Day, which is Friday March 26.
Family photo forms are available at the Office.

Mr Young has asked me to remind families for girls to
wear shorts under their school dresses to protect their
dignity as they do sports or play activities, such as when
they are hanging upside down on the monkey bars!

Sick Bay Spare Clothing

School Council

CSEF – Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund

We held our first School Council meeting of this year’s
meeting cycle last night and had our Annual Reporting
Meeting. We tabled our draft Annual Report and this will
be available on the school’s website by the end of term.
We elected the 2021 Office Bearers for School Council
and they are:
• School Council President – Jacki
• Vice School Council President – Sharon
• Treasurer and member of the SC Finance Committee
– Naiomi
• Member of the SC Finance Committee – Cherry
We ratified our 2021 Child Safe Policy, amongst others
•
and we also discussed our upcoming Financial Audit
(happens every three years as well as randomly) and our
School Review (happens every four years), which was
postponed several times last year due to Covid-19.

Buddy Program
I would like to say a big thank you to our Year 5-6 kids
who are being fabulous Buddies to our Preps. Connor in
Year 5-6 T has been amazing to his little buddy and looks
out for her not just in class Buddy times, but out and
about during the week as well. Ruby has taken on the
responsibility of being a Bus Buddy to a Preppie who has
just started using the bus and is doing a lovely job
looking after her.
That’s the Exford spirit of Kindness hard at work!

If your child has borrowed spare clothing from our Sick
Bay, can we have those items returned, please.

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides
payments for eligible students to attend activities like:
• School camps or trips
• Swimming and school-organised sport programs
• Outdoor education programs
• Excursions and incursions.
Who can apply?
Families holding a valid means-tested concession are
eligible to apply.
Please visit our Office to collect CSEF forms if you
believe you are eligible for the CSEF payment.
Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a
child, or any other benefit or allowance not income
tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless
they also comply with the above.
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s
concession card successfully validates with Centrelink.

Attendance … Every moment of
every day counts
Did you know that:
When children regularly arrive late, they miss out on
so much:
•

They miss on the lovely morning meet and greet
that connects children to their classmates, staff
and classroom environment and is an important
part of children feeling that they belong

•

We schedule literacy and numeracy for our
morning lessons – so regular lateness means that
children are missing critical learning

•

The opportunity to prepare for the school day
(including changing their Take Home book for
reading that night)

Please help your child to arrive on time
for school every day – especially as we try to support
children even more after the Remote Learning
challenges of 2020.

Please make sure that your child is only absent
if they are unwell – EVERY day at school counts.
If your child has missed 5 days or less this school
year.
This will support your child to achieve their best at
school – academically and personally.
If your child has missed more than 10 days this
school year.
The amount of time your child is missing will impact on
their learning and their friendships.
If your child has missed more than 15 days this
school year.
Your child is missing so much time from school that
it will be extremely difficult for them to keep up
with their learning, their friendships and to feel
connected to school.

A reminder that all holiday absences require an Absence
Learning Plan, developed with your child’s teacher and
signed by the Principal or Assistant Principal to cover
your child’s absence.
Please make sure that you use the FlexiSchools app or
email the school directly on
exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au – all student absences
must be explained in writing.

Fundraising News
Our 2021 target is…
$15,000 - $20,000.
Our Tally so far…

$0.00

Our Fundraising efforts work hand in hand with our
school’s ICT budget to provide our kids with iPads,
laptops and other technologies.
We will hold a range of fun fundraising activities
throughout the year, some are traditional parts of our
fundraising approach and these happen each year.
• Term 1 – Easter Raffle
• Term 2 – Mother’s Day Stall (helpers needed)
• Term 3 Book Week – Read-A-thon’ activity
• Term 4 - End of year Raffle and Christmas
Concert BBQ
Our Term 1 Fundraising activity is our Easter Raffle and
we ask our families to donate Easter goodies for us to
make Easter hampers as prizes. We will send home
Easter Raffle ticket books next week and we ask our
families to sell the tickets to families and friends.
If you are interested in helping out with the Fundraising
activities at our school, please contact Ms Campo through
the FlexiSchools ‘Contact the Principal’ link.

Happy Birthdays!!
To our students who celebrated their
birthdays from 4 March - 18 March 2021
Heidi, Elise, Abbey, Ehan, Maison & Gus

Happy Birthday to you!!
Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday dear kids,
Happy Birthday to you!
We love celebrating birthdays at school, making a fuss

Hope you enjoy reading our newsletter!

☺ Ms Campo

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to the following students who received Student of the Week
Certificates for Week 6 and Week 7
Student

Week 6
Exford Value

Week 7
Student
Exford Value

Prep Monagle

Ariah

Personal Best

Marlee

Personal Best

Prep Smyth

Clara

Respect

Noah

Personal Best

Prep Wurf

Ryder

Respect

Ella

Personal Best

1 / 2 Ambrose

Sohang

Personal Best

Tatham

Personal Best

1 / 2 Higgins

Nate

Personal Best

Peyton

Personal Best

1 / 2 Jenner

Vinay

Kindness

Chloe

Kindness

1 / 2 Parker

Dawood

Personal Best

Shailene

Personal Best

3 / 4 Gashi

Elise

Kindness

Kian

Kindness

3 / 4 Patty

Japvir

Personal Best

Ryder

Personal Best

3 / 4 Roe

Sophie

Personal Best

Gurshameer

Respect

Anmolreet

Personal Best

Waniya

Personal Best

5 / 6 Gundry

Cailin

Respect

-

-

5 / 6 Mastrop

Serena

Kindness

Isabella

Respect

5 / 6 Talevski

Tanreet

Personal Best

Connor

Kindness

Kailey

Personal Best

Prep W

Personal Best

Physical Education

-

-

Max

Personal Best

French

-

-

-

-

OSH Club

-

-

-

-

4 / 5 Mounsey

The Arts

