Exford
Primary
School
Where Children Count!

www.exfordps.vic.edu.au

At Exford, these qualities are really important:
Respect
Kindness
Personal Best
… and it’s up to all of us to show them every day in
every thing we say and every thing we do!
Principal: Ms Lisa Campo
Phone: 9743 5025
exford.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

NEWSLETTER 2019 No.21 (Term 1, 2019)
Thursday 7 February 2019
You are represented on School Council by:
Parents: Adele (Olivia & Alexander), Amanda (Caitlyn, Ava & Hayley), Belinda
(Nicholas and Kade), Jackie (Claire & Ben), Jenny (Aimee & Daniel), Sharon
(Charlie & Archie) and Susan (Jessica).
Community Representatives: Graham
Staff: Ms Campo, Mrs Farrugia,

Follow this link to Exford’s YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRQsi70kyo0V7OFJsBcOF3w

Ms Campo’s News...
FlexiBuzz and the Bus
Please ensure you send us a FlexiBuzz on the day of your child’s absence or
non-use of the bus. Our bus services are full to capacity and we are not
able to provide all children with a bus place at this point. There is no
flexibility about our bus spaces and we ask parents to be vigilant about
advising us of your child’s usage.
We ask that parents inform us if their child / children won’t be using the
bus - please use FlexiBuzz so that Ms Killeen can adjust bus bookings - if
contacting us after 3:20 pm, we ask that you make a call.
Please understand that we cannot let the buses leave until every child on
the list is accounted for. Repeated un-explained absences from the bus will
result in your child losing their bus place.

Emergency Vehicle Access
I need to remind families that parking in from of the Emergency Vehicle
Access gate should be avoided at all times. The gate is clearly marked and
is just along from the bus zone. I know all school car parks are very busy
places and ours too, given we have all of our children driven to school but
please do not park in front of the gate. Imagine if we needed to have
emergency service support (e.g. an Ambulance) and we couldn’t get the
vehicle through the gate quickly. I have asked the Council Parking rangers
to come and monitor this situation and will continue to do so if the illegal
parking continues.

Cut out & stick me to the fridge!

------------------

Dates to Remember:
Please add them to your calendar!

2019 Dates
Term 1
Friday 8 March

Pupil Free Day No 2
Monday 11 March

Labour Day Public Holiday
Wednesday 13 March
9 am - School Council Finance Mtg
Monday 18 – Thursday 21 March
Year 5-6 Lorne Foreshore Camp
Wednesday 20 March
4:30 pm – 2020 Enrolment Tours
6 pm – School Council Meeting
Tuesday 2 April
Parent- Student-Teacher
Conferences - Session 1
(Bookings – we will let you know
when the bookings are available)
www.schoolinterviews.com.au
Thursday 4 April
Parent- Student-Teacher
Conferences – Session 2
Friday 5 April
9 am - Easter Bonnet Parade – all
welcome!
End of Term 1
2:10 pm Assembly – including Easter
Raffle draw
2:30 pm Dismissal (Eynesbury Buses
from 2:30 pm)

Term 2
Monday 22 April
Easter Monday Public Holiday
Tuesday 23 April
Term 2 for students begins
Friday 26 April
Pupil Free Day No 3

SeeSaw – Student Driven Digital
Portfolios
We hope you’ve enjoyed seeing items begin appearing
In your child’s Seesaw – if your child doesn’t have a
Seesaw portfolio yet, it means you haven’t granted
permission. Please check with our office if you would
like your child to have Seesaw.
So far I have seen:
• New student certificates
• First day /week photos for our Preps
• Students of the Week certificates
• Birthday celebrations
• Samples of work
• Gotcha prizes
And I am looking forward to seeing lots more from our
great kids!

2019 Swimming Carnival
Our 2019 Swimming Carnival has moved from Monday 25
February to Tuesday 26 February and we wish our swim
team a great day. Mr Young, Mr Wilson and a Year 3-4
teacher (TBC) will be attending with our children.

Parent Information Evening
Thank you to the parents who were able to join us for
our Parent Information Evening last Tuesday. The staff
provided lots of information about the year’s program
and it was an opportunity for parents to meet the staff
and hear about our plans for the school year. The
presentations will be posted to Seesaw. Thank you to
the families who supported the BBQ, we raised $500
from our first Fundraising effort.

Easter Bonnet Parade and Easter
Raffle (Fundraiser)

•
On Friday 5 April, the last day of Term 1, we will hold
•
our annual Easter Bonnet Parade where the children
bring their Easter Bonnet (which they’ve created as part
of their Homework) and we share them at a special
•
Friday morning Assembly – inviting all our families to
come and join in.
During March and April, we ask our families to donate •
Easter goodies for us to make up into Easter Raffle
Hampers and we will send home raffle tickets for you to
sell.
All Fundraising dollars are channelled into our ICT
budget, partly paying for the iPad leases which provide
10-15 iPads per classrooms, Apple TV set ups and other
technology items for the classrooms.
Please send along your Easter goodie donations!

Emergency Practice
We had our first Emergency Evacuation practice last Friday,
with a mock scenario of our needing to be evacuated from
the school.
We will continue to practise a range of different scenarios
throughout the year … and hope we never have to do it for
real!

Parent Helpers – Working With
Children’s Checks
All Classroom Helpers require a Working With Children
Check (volunteer status) when helping in Exford
classrooms. We also ask you to complete a confidentiality
agreement and a Child Safe Code of Conduct form.

CSEF – Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides
payments for eligible students to attend activities like:
• School camps or trips
• Swimming and school-organised sport programs
• Outdoor education programs
• Excursions and incursions.
Who can apply
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or
temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. There are
two criteria that must be met:
Criteria 1 - Eligibility
A parent or legal guardian of a student must be an eligible
beneficiary of one of these cards:
• Veterans Affairs Gold Card
• Centrelink Health Care Card
• Pensioner Concession Card
OR they must be a temporary foster parent
OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid
concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care
Card)
AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an application
by the due date. Please visit our Office to collect CSEF
forms if you believe you are eligible for the CSEF payment.
Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child,
or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also
comply with the above.
Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession
card successfully validates with Centrelink.

Attendance … Every Day Counts

Fundraising News

Student Absences
A reminder that we need parents to use FlexiBuzz on
the day of their child’s absence and for you to use the
Eynesbury Bus tab if they will not use the bus and / or
be absent.
Parents only have their own children to make a
notification about, versus our office staff needing to
make a phone call to every family whose child is
absent.
The Absence / Eynesbury Bus tabs in FlexiBuzz send an
email to the student’s teacher, to Mrs Kelly (our
attendance officer), to Ms Killeen (bus) and to me.

Did you know that:
If your child has missed 5 days or less this school
year.
This will support your child to achieve their best at
school – academically and personally.
If your child has missed more than 10 days this
school year.
The amount of time your child is missing will impact
on their learning and their friendships.
If your child has missed more than 15 days this
school year.
Your child is missing so much time from school that
it will be extremely difficult for them to keep up
with their learning, their friendships and to feel
connected to school.

A reminder that all holiday absences require an
Absence Learning Plan, developed with your
child’s teacher and signed by the Principal or
Assistant Principal to cover your child’s absence.

Parent Helpers needed
Once we are settled in to school and classroom
routines are in place, we will call for Parent Helpers
for the classroom.
Tasks will include:
• Hearing reading
• Supporting small group learning
• Admin tasks for teachers
We will have our usual Parent Helpers Info session to
support you to be a classroom helper.

Our 2019 target is…
$18,000 - $25,000.

Our Tally so far…

$500.00

Our Fundraising efforts work hand in hand with our school’s
ICT budget to provide our kids with iPads, laptops and other
technologies.
We will hold a range of fun fundraising activities throughout
the year, some small and some, like our ‘Athon’ activity and
our end of year Raffle and Christmas Concert BBQ, our major
efforts.
Term One’s Fundraising effort is our Easter Raffle, where we
ask our families for donations of Easter goodies to make into
hampers, for which we sell raffle tickets.

Happy Birthdays!!
To our students who celebrated their
birthdays from February 7 – 20
Hasali, Tyla, Anna W, Thomas B, Emma B, Kian,
Chloe P, Omari, Cailin, Slater, Jessica V,
Prynce, Aysha, Jasper, Lucas, Seth, Millie,
Matilda, Wilsn, Lakota, Rhys, Madison and Lochlan J
Happy Birthday to you!!
Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday dear kids,
Happy Birthday to you!

We love celebrating birthdays at school, making a fuss over
the child who is celebrating and birthday cup-cakes are always
welcome! We also love for birthday children to visit us in the
Office for a sticker and birthday song.
Having birthdays at school is a very special event and if
your child is absent on their birthday, they miss out on all
the fuss made over them.

Please
•
•
•

enjoy pages from some of our classes.
Year 1-2 Ambrose
Year 3-4 Adams
Year 5-6 Anderson

Hope you enjoy reading our newsletter!

☺ Ms Campo

OSH Club News
Before School / After School Care Program
Program Update
This fortnight at OSHClub we have been engaged in indoor activities such as just dance, cup stacking and building a
world for the Skylander figures Bec brought in. Different board games, such as Snakes and Ladders, Monopoly and
Chess have been great fun. The children have also been really interested in playing families, we added to our dress
ups last week so this has been a huge hit with the children, being used every session in one activity or another.
If you have any suggestions please use the suggestion/communication book on the sign in/out table. We are looking
forward to your suggestions so we can make our program even greater.
Bec and Sharyn

Friendly reminders:
Term 1 is No hat No play. Please ensure your child has a hat in their school bag so we are able to go out and enjoy
the outdoors. You can leave a spare hat at the program if needed as well.

PLEASE ensure that if your child/ren are booked into OSH Club that they are NOT booked on the School bus. If your
child does not know / remember to go to OSH Club, they may end up leaving the school on the bus.
If your child is due to be absent or needs to be booked in on late notice (less than 24 hours) please ensure you call
and leave a message to ensure we have adequate staffing - although this is only for emergencies. Please make the
bookings online as much as possible.
Please keep the enrolment form updated all the time. If you want someone other than yourself picking up your child,
please add them to the emergency list or provide us with a written request.
Thankyou from the OSH Club Team!
We are trying to gather some more
resources for our recycling station so
if you have any of the following could
you please bring them in:
•
•
•
•

plastic bottles
cardboard tubes
can tabs
bottle caps

Parent Information
OSHC program phone: 0419 207 638
Co-ordinator: Rebecca

Assistant: Sharyn OSH Club Head Office: 03 8564-9000

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is free!! Please create an account online at
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day
bookings please contact the Co-ordinator direct at the program.

