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Where Children Count!

www.exfordps.vic.edu.au

Cut out & stick me to the fridge!

------------------

Dates to Remember:
Please add them to your calendar!

2019 Dates
Term 4
Week of Monday 18 November
Book Fair No 2
Thursday 21 November
Year Prep Camp Day
Monday 25 November
Western Region Cricket Finals

Principal: Ms Lisa Campo
Phone: 9743 5025
exford.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

NEWSLETTER 2019 No.20 (Term 4, 2019)
Thursday 21 November 2019
You are represented on School Council by:
Parents: Amanda (Caitlyn, Ava & Hayley), Belinda (Nicholas), Emma (Ella and
Maddie), Jackie (Claire), Michael (Eamonn), Sarah (Lily and Oscar), Sharon
(Harry, Charlie & Archie) and Susan (Jessica).
Community Representatives: Graham
Staff: Ms Campo, Mrs Farrugia, Mr Jenner, Mrs Talbot
Visitors: Mr Wilson
Assemblies –
•
Mondays at 8:50 am – Welcome to the week – Acknowledgement of Country
and the National Anthem
•
Fridays at 3:10 pm – Celebrations – including Students of the Week

Ms Campo’s News...
Prep Camp Day today
A very strange thing happened this morning, Ms Ciantar, Ms McFarlane, Ms
Lynch, Ms Monagle, Mrs Pugh, Mrs Cassar and Mrs Comer and ALL the Prep
children forgot to get dressed in their school clothes and … they all came to
school in their PYJAMAS!!!
I was a bit worried about this phenomenon, until the Prep children told me
all was ok…it was Prep Camp Day and they were going to have breakfast at
school and have a very special day.
Many thanks to our amazing Prep team who planned a great day for our
little ones.

Tuesday 10 December
Yr 7 Secondary School Transition Day
2020 Prep Transition visit (final)
2020 Year 1-6 New students
Transition Visit No 2
Thursday 12 December
Year 6 Sleepover at school
Monday 16 December
Year 6 Graduation event
Tuesday 17 December
2020 Step Up Day for Yr 1-5 students
2020 Class advice sheets sent home
2020 Year 1-6 New students
Transition Visit No 3 (final)
Wednesday 18 December
Christmas and Year 6 Graduation
Concert from 6:30 pm
Thursday 19 December
Semester 2 Reports sent home
Friday 20 December
End of 2019 School year!
Assembly at 1:10 pm
Dismissal at 1:30 pm

2019 Prep Camp Day

Thanks to some of our parents for helping to prepare the fruit pieces for the children to make fruit sticks for
morning tea.
• Megan and Thurston (Eden)
* Kate (Eliza)
• Kylie (Amelie)
* Tameika (Sophia)

Upcoming events for our school
Term 4
• Monday 18 – Friday 22 November – Book Fair No 2
• Thursday 21 November - Prep Camp activity
• Tuesday 26 November
o
2020 Preps Transition Visit No 3
o
New Year 1-6 New kids – Transition Visit No 1
• Tuesday 10 December
o
Year 6 secondary school Transition Day
o
2020 Preps – meet their 2020 class and teacher
o
New Year 1-6 New kids – Transition Visit No 2

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Thursday 12 December – Year 6 Sleepover
Monday 16 December – 2020 classrooms moving day if
needed
Monday 16 Dec - Year 6 Graduation Evening (change
of date – new venue Bacchus Marsh Public Hall)
Tuesday 17 December – ‘Step-Up Day’ – where the
children meet 2020 class and teacher (including new
Year 1-6 kids)
o
New Year 1-6 New kids – Transition Visit No 3
Wednesday 18 December – Christmas Concert
Thursday 19 December – Semester 2 reports sent
home
Friday 20 December – end of 2019 school year!

2020 School Model
The staff have considered the possible school organisation
models over the past term and at last night’s School
Council meeting we ratified the way the classes will be set
up for 2020.
We will remain on 20 classes at this point, and follow the
2019 model. I do not match teachers to classes until we
have finalised the class lists.
Children will meet their 2020 classes on Step Up Day, on
Tuesday 17 December 2019.
•
•
•
•

Prep classes – 4 classes
Year 1-2 classes – 6 classes
Year 3-4 classes – 5 classes
Year 5-6 classes – 5 classes

Change to 2020 Pupil Free Day No 4
We have managed to book Misty Adoniou to continue
working with our staff in 2020 – our School Council ratified
the change to our Pupil Free Day No 4 for 2020. It was
going to be on Monday 13 July (first day of Term 3) – it will
now be on Friday 20 November 2020.

Staffing for 2020 We say congratulations and farewell to Ms Amy McFarlane
who has been selected as the new Leading Teacher at
Altona Green PS. Ms McFarlane has been one of our Team
Leaders for several years and has supported her team to
provide an excellent program for our Prep children. We
have now advertised her vacancy.
Ms Tracy Pengelly, who has been on 12 months leave to
pursue her studies, has decided to give working in
Mindfulness Education her full attention and has tendered
her resignation. We will farewell her this year and wish
her every success.

We welcome more new teachers to Exford…
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ms Taylor Reid, who has been selected to fill Ms
Watt’s maternity leave position.
Ms Drita Ademi, who has been selected to fill Ms
Anderson’s maternity leave position.
Ms Tia Willan, who has been selected to fill Ms
Kappler’s (8 month) maternity leave position.
Ms Lani Coverdale, who has been selected to fill Mr
Wurf’s 12 months position.
Ms Meg Gleeson – 12 months position
Ms Samantha Coletta – 12 months position

2020 Prep and New Students –
Transition Program Dates
Date

2020 Prep Transition dates:
Visit

Tuesday 26 Nov
Tuesday 10 Dec

Transition Visit 3:
Transition Visit 4: Final Visit

2020 Year 1-6 Transition dates:
Date
Visit
Tuesday 26 Nov
Tuesday 10 Dec
Tuesday 17 Dec

Transition Visit 1
Transition Visit 2
Transition Visit 2 and Step Up Day

Mobile Phones
A reminder that mobile phones are not to be brought to
school by students unless parents have had a conversation
about the circumstances where a mobile phone may be
needed (e.g. after school sporting activities). In these
circumstances, the phone must be left at the office and
collected at the end of the day.
Under no circumstances can children have mobile
phones in the playground, nor may they take photos or
videos of their peers.
We have had conversations with our Year 5-6 students
particularly to support their understanding of cyber safety
and their digital presence (internet content can never be
deleted!).
From 2020, it will be DET Policy that mobile phones are
not brought to school or if they do need to be brought to
school for special circumstances only with permission
from the Principal, are left locked up at the Office.
We have developed our school level policy, from the DET
Policy and it was ratified at our School Council meeting
yesterday.

Sunscreen
A reminder to parents to send along
a sunscreen roll-on bottle for the
children to use in class before they
go outside at recess and lunch time.
Staff are not able to apply sunscreen
to children, but do supervise them apply it for
themselves.

2019 Exford PS Christmas and Year 6 Graduation
Concert – Wednesday 18 December
Costumes
Our very special end of year Christmas and Year 6 Concert is only a month away now
and these are the simple costumes we ask our families to organise for the evening.
Our temporary stage will arrive early in the day ready for rehearsals. The children need
to be in their classrooms by 6 pm, for the finishing touches to their costumes and will
then by ready for the Concert’s start at 6:30 pm.
(I wonder what our cheeky and imaginative ES team will get up to this year…nothing will
top their Grinch and Elf efforts!)
Year Prep Ciantar
Prep J students need to dress up as cute little sailors.
Year Prep Monagle
• Girls’ costume - hula skirt, nice top or t-shirt, flower
crown
• Boys; costume - tropical shirt with shorts.
Year Prep McFarlane

Pants / Shorts / Skirt – Black
Top – Plain white (no logo) or striped (e.g. red and white
stripe, black and white stripe)
Shoes – Black (can be boots or other)
Accessories – Eye patch, bandana, vest, belt/sash
(Hats not recommended unless it can be secured to the
child’s head – they may fly away otherwise!)
NOTE: Kmart and Big W have full costumes in packs from
$9.00 - $20.00

Year Prep Lynch
• Boys – White shirt, colourful shorts
• Girls – White shirt, colourful skirt/shorts/leggings
• OPTIONAL – Colourful Hawaiian Hula Skirt (Big W stock
these for $5 each)
Year 1-2 Ambrose

Jackson, Ryder, Zac
VC, Noah

•
•

Blue school shorts
Plain red t-shirt

Archer, Daniel, Kian,
Ranvir, Reilly, Zach,
Jap, Caelan, Daniel

•
•
•

Blue school shorts
Plain blue t-shirt
Goggles or scuba mask

Poppy

•
•

Blue leggings
Plain blue t-shirt

•

•
•

Blue leggings
Bright coloured t shirt
Hair worn out with
headband.

Girls

(Mermaid tail
provided by school)

Year 1-2 Jenner
All students to wear flannelette shirt (with or without
sleeves) and denim shorts.
Year 1-2 Parker
• Summer attire
• Beach wear
Year 1-2 Wurf
Mr Wurf asks that the children come dressed as any sea
creature – seahorse, sea-star, octopus, fish etc
Year 1-2 Roe
Children are to dress as sailors with red or navy striped tshirts.
Girls wear black skirts and boys wear black shorts.
We are going to make newspaper paper hats in class. Any
parents able to help with folding of hats and painting of a
giant yellow submarine would be greatly appreciated.

•

Year 1-2 Micallef
• Hawaiian shirts (you can get them from Lowes quite
cheaply)
• Plain white t-shirt or singlet to wear under the shirt
• Shorts for the boys and skirts for the girls (not fussed
what type of shorts or skirts)
• Beach towel
• sunglasses
• Hat (can be bucket hat, straw hat, cap, etc)
• Shoes can be either sandals (not thongs) or runners

Year 3-4 Leonard
Students will wear denim shorts, white shirt or tank top
and a flannelette top for their costume.

Year 3-4 Gashi
• Summer clothes, eg: plain shorts (any colour),
open shirts e.g.: Hawaiian with a white singlet
underneath or colourful t-shirts, dresses for girls are
optional
• Sun glasses optional
• Sailor hats optional for boys (fisherman)
• If anyone has any toy fishing rods, that would
amazing!

Year 3-4 Talbot
Boys – shorts and t-shirts, any colours (basketball style – if
you already have them). With Hawaiian (Beach boys) style
shirts to wear over the top.

Year 3-4 Littlewood
• Students to wear a Hawaiian shirt with
coloured shorts
• (If you can’t get a Hawaiian shirt, a
bright plain shirt will be fine)
• Students to wear sunglasses

Year 3-4 Mounsey
Our Christmas concert theme this year is
Beach Party.

Girls – Summer dresses, hats and sun umbrellas (if you
already have them).

Students can wear bright colourful clothing
preferably with a Hawaiian theme.
One suggestion is to wear a Hawaiian style
shirt with shorts or skirt (pictured below).
Students must have enclosed toe shoes and
do not require a hat as pictured below.

Year 5-6 Gundry
• Bright summer/beach wear
Year 5-6 Anderson
• Board shorts
• Bright t-shirt
• Bucket hat or bright headband
• Zinc on nose
Year 5-6 Tucker
For both boys and girls –
• Board shorts and t-shirt
• Or any beach related wear that is age appropriate.
• No two-piece bathing suits please.

Year 5-6 Kappler
Our costume for concert will be:
• Half the class in beach wear (rash vests/Hawaiian
shirts, boardshorts etc)
• Half in dance/party wear (thinking school appropriate
dresses, skirts, disco theme wear)
• The students know which group they are in.
Year 5-6 Watt
• Bright summer/beach wear
• Board shorts, t-shirt, dress, skirts, (appropriate
lengths of course).

Exford PS – State Schools Victoria Basketball Championships!

Back row – Elle, Ava, Mia Ga, Lilly, Mr Gundry
Front row – Izabelle, Mia G, Matilda
As Elle, Lilly, Matilda, Ava and I stepped on the court
with Mia Ga and Izzy on the side cheering us on, I could
tell we were all nervous. We won the first game by one
point which was great, the games were 2 x 15 minute
halves. I was so tired and relieved from the first game I
couldn’t wait for the next two. We lost the second game
by not that much but was still a loss and lost the third
game by one point. I was so disappointed in myself but
then Mr Gundry reminded us that we are at State and we
are 1 out of 1500 primary schools who made it here, so
we should actually be proud that we made it this far and
the only team in Exford history to be here.
Mia Gr

On Tuesday 19 November, my school and I competed in
the SSV State Basketball. I was really nervous when I
stepped foot on the court because it was my first time
playing sports for the State. We won our first game by a
goal, lost our second by a lot and then lost our last game
by one point. I was really happy for my team and I for
making it to the State. I’m also grateful for my amazing
coach/teacher for having a day to take us to the city
and also for getting us a McFlurry on the way back.

Yesterday the 5/6 girls went to State Finals Basketball, I
was sooo excited because this was the first time Exford
has ever made it to State Finals! I was honoured to
represent Exford. When we arrived at MSAC, our first
game was at 9:30. I was really nervous but happy too,
because I got to play my favourite sport with all my
friends...
After our first game that we won with amazing effort,
our second and third games weren't as great. Our second
game we played tough and gave it all we had, it was a
very close game and we only lost by around 8 points. The
last game was the most nerve racking game I've ever
played, we were up against a very strong team with tall
players... We were up and down the court all the time,
it was crazy, then in the last 20 seconds of the game the
score was 20 - 21 then bang while we were off guard
they scored and we lost by one point, the final score was
22 - 21. We were so disappointed, but I had a good time
overall. Today was probably one of the best days ever.
Also a big thanks to our coach Mr Gundry, who brought
out the best Basketball players from within
us!
Mia Ga

On 19 November 2019 we competed in the SSV State
Basketball finals. To be honest when I stepped on the
court, I was a little nervous. But then I remembered that
Mr Gun told me that he’s already proud of us just for
making it to state. When I was in the starting five I could
tell everyone was a little nervous, only because no one
has ever made it to the state finals in Exford Primary
School history. There was 2 x 15minute halves. I was really
happy that I was the only year 5 to make it to state and
very proud of myself. We all knew it would be hard for a
little country school and I agree that we did very well. I
was so happy that I got the opportunity to play at such a
high school sports level. I am also very grateful that my
teacher Mr Gundry took his time off to come and coach
us. Lilly

On Tuesday 19 November, we participated in the
Basketball State Championship at MSAC stadium. We
played 3 games, won 1 but in the last two we tried our
best. At the end we had come about 5th out of the state
of Victoria. I felt very proud of the team because we
worked very hard and succeeded in Basketball.
Ava

From Izabelle B

During the Basketball State Championships, the girls and
I did really well. The teams were quite hard but we
pushed through with one win and two losses (one by 1
point). Our teamwork, determination and perseverance
was great but I believe that we could have been a bit
less hesitant and scared. In the end we did well to get
there in the first place. Go Egg Heads!
Elle
(Matilda’s article will be in the next newsletter.)

Attendance … Every Day Counts
Did you know that:

Christmas & Year 6 Graduation
Concert – Wednesday 18 December
Hold the date!

If your child has missed 5 days or less this school
year.
This will support your child to achieve their best at
school – academically and personally.
If your child has missed more than 10 days this
school year.
The amount of time your child is missing will impact on
their learning and their friendships.
If your child has missed more than 15 days this
school year.
Your child is missing so much time from school that
it will be extremely difficult for them to keep up
with their learning, their friendships and to feel
connected to school.

Can you help?
Before the Concert: We are looking for –
• Donations of prizes for our Raffle tickets
• Helpers to wrap the Raffle prizes
On Concert night: We are looking for –
Volunteers to help
• Cook the BBQ on Concert night
• Serve BBQ food and drinks
• Sell Raffle Tickets
Please contact our School Council President if you can help
in any way – mcdonald.jacki.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

Happy Birthdays!!
A reminder that all holiday absences require an
Absence Learning Plan, developed with your child’s
teacher and signed by the Principal or Assistant
Principal to cover your child’s absence.

Fundraising News
Our 2019 target is…
$18,000 - $25,000.

Our Tally so far…

$11,064.73

Our Fundraising efforts work hand in hand with our
school’s ICT budget to provide our kids with iPads,
laptops and other technologies.
We will hold a range of fun fundraising activities
throughout the year, some small and some, like our
‘Athon’ activity and our end of year Raffle and
Christmas Concert BBQ, our major efforts.

Exford Readathon
Our Student Leaders have planned our
‘Athon’ fundraising activity for Term 1
2020 – and it’s going to be a Readathon.

Stay tuned!

To our students who celebrated their
birthdays from 25 October – 7 November
Ethan C, Matthew M, Elodie, Archer D,
Thomas S, Faith, Amelie, Marli, Poppy, Ivy,
Zoe, Charlie M, Mia B and Indi H.
Happy Birthday to you!!
Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday dear kids,
Happy Birthday to you!
We love celebrating birthdays at school,
making a fuss over the child who is celebrating and birthday
cup-cakes are always welcome! We also love for birthday
children to visit us in the Office for a sticker and birthday
song.
Having birthdays at school is a very special event and if
your child is absent on their birthday, they miss out on
all the fuss made over them.

Please enjoy pages from some of our classes.
• 3D Showcase – thanks to Ms Watt and Mr
Mounsey for accompanying the children today
• The Arts with Mrs Quayle
• PE with Mr Young

Hope you enjoy reading our newsletter!

☺ Ms Campo

OSH Club News
Before School / After School Care Program
Program Update
This week we have been focusing on exploring the children’s
interests. This saw the children plan all the activities for the week,
and also run spontaneous activities such as slinky limbo, straw house
building and recycled craft building. The children really enjoyed the
slinky limbo, this was a cool take on the classic party game and gave
the opportunity for the children to showcase how flexible they can
be.
We have also been focusing on improving the children’s
communication within their peer groups. We ran activities such as
celebrity heads and emotion sticks. Emotion sticks was a great
activity. We were able to see how the children are feeling without them having to verbalise.
The children also have enjoyed our new system for playing group games called ‘Moovosity’.
‘Moovosity’ is an app that allows us to track how the children are progressing wither certain
skills and how often they participate in group games. This app is and exclusive to OSH Club only and will eventually
be accessible to parents to check on their children’s physical wellbeing while attending OSH.
Holiday program
Bookings are now open for the January holiday program here at Exford. We will be
running from the 6/01/20 to the 28/01/20. Places are filling fast so book now to secure
your spot.

Friendly reminders:
-PLEASE ensure that if your child/ren are booked into OSH Club that they are NOT booked on the school buses - this is very
important as if your child does not remember to go to OSH Club they may end up on the bus.
- If your child is due to be absent or needs to be booked in on late notice (less than 24 hours) please ensure you call and leave a
message to ensure we have adequate staffing. Although this is only for emergencies. Please make the bookings online as much
as possible
- Please keep your child’s enrolment form updated all the time. If you want someone other than yourself picking up your child,
please add them to the emergency list or provide us with a written request.

Parent Information
OSHC program phone: 0419 207 638
Co-ordinator: Rebecca

Assistant: Pal OSH Club Head Office: 03 8564-9000

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is free!! Please create an account online at
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day
bookings please contact the Co-ordinator direct at the program.

