Exford
Primary
School
Where Children Count!

www.exfordps.vic.edu.au

At Exford, these qualities are really important:
Respect
Kindness
Personal Best
… and it’s up to all of us to show them every day in
every thing we say and every thing we do!
Principal: Ms Lisa Campo
Phone: 9743 5025
exford.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

NEWSLETTER 2018 No.19 (Term 4, 2018)
Thursday 7 November 2018
You are represented on School Council by:
Parents: Adele (Olivia & Alexander), Amanda (Caitlyn, Ava & Hayley), Belinda
(Nicholas and Kade), Jackie (Claire), Jenny (Aimee), Sarah (Lily and Oscar),
Sharon (Charlie & Archie) and Susan (Jessica).
Community Representatives: Graham
Staff: Ms Campo, Mrs Farrugia, Mr Jenner, Mrs Talbot, Mr Wilson (non-voting
member) and Mrs Bennett (minute-taker and non-voting member)

Follow this link to Exford’s YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRQsi70kyo0V7OFJsBcOF3w

Ms Campo’s News...
Mr Gundry’s Parent Student Teacher
Conferences
Mr Gundry’s PST Conferences will be held on Wednesday 14 November in his
classroom.
The website link is https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=jduqc

Enrolments
We ask that our families who have little brothers or sisters beginning Prep
for 2019 return an enrolment form – we sent home forms a little while back.
If you know of families who intend to enrol their children at Exford, we ask
that you encourage them to do so promptly.
We are trying to plan our school structure for next year and to do that well,
we need accurate enrolment numbers so we know how many classes and
teachers we can afford, as well as do we need any other classrooms (see
page 2 for more 2019 news).

Cut out & stick me to the fridge!

------------------

Dates to Remember:
Please add them to your calendar!

2018 Dates
Wednesday 14 November

Year 1 Camp –
Dinner and a Show!
Year 6 Gundry – PST
Conferences
Thursday 15 November

Year Prep Camp Day
Friday 16 November

Silly Sock Day
(Ronald McDonald House) – gold coin
fundraiser
Tuesday 20 November
2019 Prep Transition Visit No 2
Tuesday 27 November
2019 Prep Transition Visit No 3
2019 Year 1-6 new students
Transition Visit No 1
Tuesday 11 December
2019 Prep Transition Visit No 4
(final)
2019 Year 1-6 new students
Transition Visit No 2
Tuesday 18 December
2019 Step Up Day – meet next year’s
teacher and class
2019 Year 1-6 new students
Transition Visit No 3
Wednesday 19 December

Year 6 and Christmas BBQ
and Concert - 6:30 pm
Thursday 20 December
Semester 2 Reports sent home
Friday 21 December

Visit from Steve McGhie
Steve McGhie visited our school yesterday on his tour of some Melton
schools. Steve is standing for election as the local member for Melton. He
was impressed with our story and our resilience as a school community and
to hear about Minister Merlino’s election promise.

Last day of 2018 school year!
1 pm – Assembly and 1:30 pm
dismissal

2019 PLANNING
At this stage of the year, we have begun next year’s
planning in earnest. We base our planning on the
number of enrolled students and communicate with the
Department about the facilities we believe we will need.
Schools’ funding is based on many complex formulas, but
is mainly based on the number of students enrolled at
Census (end of February 2018).
Therefore, if your child/ren will not be at Exford next
year, would you please contact Ms Campo at the school
ASAP or through the Principal link on FlexiBuzz.

School structure for 2019
We will discuss our structure for next year at our School
Council meeting next week. We have been waiting to
until our student enrolments settle. We are watching
the new estates closely as Exford Waters and Seventh
Bend are in our enrolment neighbourhood. I would hate
to have everything settled and then have to reorganise
everything – but that remains a possibility.

Class Lists
We have begun our preparation for next year’s class
groups. Class groups are finalised before I match our
staff to their 2019 roles.
As always, we take great time to develop balanced class
groups, which take many factors into account – including
the children’s educational, interpersonal and social
needs. Parents are always welcome to contact me in
writing to share their thoughts about their child’s
educational needs with me - you can use FlexiBuzz to
send me an email, as a starting point.

Djerriwarrh Festival!
Every year, Exford PS takes part in the Djerriwarrh
Festival and this year we will have a walking display in
the street parade on Saturday 10 November. See
Flexibuzz for meeting details.

Ms Pengelly

Ms Pengelly is excited to share the news that she will take
12 months leave (2019 school year) to dedicate herself to
the Diploma of Counselling studies she began this year.
We will miss her jingly and sparkly self, but she will be at
Exford often as she will do some casual replacement
teacher work with us at some stages through the year. I
have advertised a 12 month vacancy to fill her position.

Year Prep to Year 1 Transition
We will have some ‘Step Up to Year 1’ transition style
activities for this year’s Prep children. They will have a
few sessions in our Year 1-2 classrooms, exploring that
part of the school and having some learning time there.
The children will move around a different part of the
school at bell times and take part in some ‘Step Up’
activities to help them prepare for moving into Year 1
next year.
We will have some sessions over the next few weeks.
Please note that these are not next year’s class groups or
teachers!

Election Day BBQ – Sat 24 Nov
Exford will be a Polling Booth on Saturday 24 November,
State Election Day and we will hold a BBQ that day.

Are you able to help?

We are looking for
families to support us with this Fundraising effort with
either cooking or serving. This is a great opportunity to
raise funds from outside our community in an easy way.
Please respond to our Fundraising FaceBook page, or
contact Jacki, our School Council President, through the
FlexiBuzz contacts page, or contact our school Office.

Silly Sock Day
As we do each year, we support the Silly Sock Day
fundraiser for Ronald McDonald House. We invite
everyone to wear their silliest socks with their school
uniform on Friday 16 November – children are asked to
bring a gold coin donation.

Christmas Concert
Our annual Christmas and Year 6 Graduation Concert will
be held on Wednesday 19 December. This is our major
and final event for the year and we need lots of helpers.
This year, the theme for the Djerriwarrh Festival Parade
is ‘All That Glitters…’ and our entry will have a focus on
‘The Wizard of Oz – with Dorothy’s ruby slippers, the
Yellow Brick Road and Somewhere Over the Rainbow.
We would love to have as many children as possible
attend so Mrs Quayle & her Art Ambassadors will be
making costumes for those attending to wear.
To ensure we have enough costumes, please advise the
names and ages of any children attending by Friday 26
October – please respond to
killeen.kathryn.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Can you help in any of these ways?
• Source / provide donation of goods to go into our
selection of prizes for the Christmas Raffle
• Help to wrap the Christmas Raffle prizes / hampers
• Help with the BBQs – cooking, serving, shopping
• Costume / stage props making (see your child’s class
teacher)

Student Achievements – these
children proudly presented their
achievements at Assembly.
Phoebe

Jensen

Adele

Ryan H

Mia G – Peter Mac Clinic Fundraiser
Congratulations to Mia in Year 6 who has set up her own
production company to create braided bracelets to sell
for Peter MacCallum Cancer Foundation. She began with
the goal of raising $50 for this important appeal, but is
now on her way to raising $500 through selling her
products. The braided bracelets cost $3 and Mia is in
Year 6 Graham – students can take their $3 to Ms
Graham’s classroom at the start of recess or lunch times.

Melton Scout Group - opportunity
for our students

Slater came to
share his great
work with Mr
Wilson and Ms
Pengelly.

Some patient
knitters who
improvised
whilst waiting
for the
Conference
room to be
free!

Attendance … Every Day Counts
A reminder that family holidays should be taken during school
holidays wherever possible and

not during term

time.

When children miss out on learning due to prolonged
absence (e.g. a holiday in school time), it is very difficult to
catch them up – they often miss entire units of class work.
A reminder that all holiday absences require an Absence
Learning Plan, developed with your child’s teacher and signed
by the Principal or Assistant Principal to cover your child’s
absence.

Fundraising in Term 4
Christmas Raffle Hampers
As we move into Term 4, our Fundraising attention
turns to our Christmas Raffle, which is our biggest
Fundraising effort in the school year. If you are able
to assist with sourcing raffle prizes, please contact
the school on mcdonald.jacki.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
or on killeen.kathryn.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Happy Birthdays!!
To our students who celebrated
their birthdays – 25 October – 6 Nov

Student Absences

Elijah, Caiden, Baxter, Madeleine,
Ryan P, Hamish, Aydin I, RhiannaMay, Jeremy C, Carmen, Annabella,
Toby, Hannah, Adele V and Adrian

A reminder that we need parents to use FlexiBuzz on the day
of their child’s absence and for you to use the Eynesbury Bus
tab if they will not use the bus and / or be absent. Parents
only have their own children to make a notification about,
versus our office staff needing to make a phone call to every
family whose child is absent.
The Absence / Eynesbury Bus tabs in FlexiBuzz send an email
to the student’s teacher, to Mrs Kelly (our attendance
officer), to Ms Killeen (bus) and to me.

Did you know that:
If your child has missed 5 days or less this school year.
This will support your child to achieve their best at school –
academically and personally.
If your child has missed more than 10 days this school
year.
The amount of time your child is missing will impact on their
learning and their friendships.
If your child has missed more than 15 days this school
year.
Your child is missing so much time from school that it will
be extremely difficult for them to keep up with their
learning, their friendships and to feel connected to school.

Happy Birthday to you!!
Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday dear kids,
Happy Birthday to you!

We love celebrating birthdays at
school, making a fuss over the child
who is celebrating and birthday cupcakes are always welcome! We also
love for birthday children to visit us in
the Office for a sticker and birthday song (and a
photo for Seesaw!).
Having birthdays at school is a very special event
and if your child is absent on their birthday, they
miss out on all the fuss made over them.

Hope you enjoy reading our
newsletter!
Please see the pages from –
•
•

Fundraising News
Our Fundraising efforts work hand in hand with our school’s
ICT budget to provide our kids with iPads, laptops and other
technologies.

Our 2018 target is…
$18,000 - $25,000.

Our Tally so far…

$9,689.25

Year 3/4 Donnelly (Lynch)
Year 1/2 Monagle

☺ Ms Campo

OSH Club News
Before School / After School Care Program
Program Update
This term at OSH Club we are exploring multiculturalism, this means the children will pick a country each week,
discovering and learning all about the culture of that country. So far, we have explored Italy and America. The children
have really enjoyed trying some Italian foods, such as spaghetti, lasagne and pizza, as well as learning a few Italian
words and traditional games, like Soccer. Exploring America was also great fun, with the children learning all about
the origin of the American flag, having a quiz to test their knowledge about America and playing Baseball and
Basketball. In the next few weeks we are hoping to visit India, Germany and Spain.
If you have some Healthy cultural recipes we could try or games and activities we could explore please drop in, we
would love to hear from you

.

Bec and Sharyn

Friendly reminders:
PLEASE ensure that if your child/ren are booked into OSH Club that they are NOT booked on the School bus. If your
child does not know / remember to go to OSH Club, they may end up leaving the school on the bus.
If your child is due to be absent or needs to be booked in on late notice (less than 24 hours) please ensure you call
and leave a message to ensure we have adequate staffing - although this is only for emergencies. Please make the
bookings online as much as possible.
Please keep the enrolment form updated all the time. If you want someone other than yourself picking up your child,
please add them to the emergency list or provide us with a written request.
Thankyou from the OSH Club Team!

The OSH Club Holiday program has now been locked in for the January holidays.
Starting on the 7th of Jan 2019. Bookings should open in the next few weeks, all parents who already have an enrolment
with us should receive an email in the coming weeks. If you do not have a current enrolment or have never used OSH
please head to www.oshclub.com.au to complete an enrolment. For assistance please drop in to see us or contact
our head office on 1300 395 735

HOLIDAY PROGRAM UPDATE:

Parent Information
OSHC program phone: 0419 207 638
Co-ordinator: Rebecca

Educator: Sharyn OSH Club Head Office: 03 8564-9000

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is free!! Please create an account online at
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day
bookings please contact the Co-ordinator direct at the program.

TEETH ON WHEELS – dental visit from Thursday 22 November 2018

