Exford
Primary
School
Where Children Count!

www.exfordps.vic.edu.au

At Exford, these qualities are really important:
Respect
Kindness
Personal Best
… and it’s up to all of us to show them every day in
every thing we say and every thing we do!
Principal: Ms Lisa Campo
Phone: 9743 5025
exford.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

NEWSLETTER 2018 No.18 (Term 4, 2018)
Thursday 25 October 2018
You are represented on School Council by:
Parents: Adele (Olivia & Alexander), Amanda (Caitlyn, Ava & Hayley), Belinda
(Nicholas and Kade), Jackie (Claire), Jenny (Aimee), Sarah (Lily and Oscar),
Sharon (Charlie & Archie) and Susan (Jessica).
Community Representatives: Graham
Staff: Ms Campo, Mrs Farrugia, Mr Jenner, Mrs Talbot, Mr Wilson (non-voting
member) and Mrs Bennett (minute-taker and non-voting member)

Follow this link to Exford’s YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRQsi70kyo0V7OFJsBcOF3w

Ms Campo’s News...
Prep – Year 2 Sports Day
What a lovely day we had on Friday 12 October for our Year Prep-2 Sports
Day. The weather was perfect and the kids had a great day taking part in
lots of activities – see our photo page.

Mr Gundry’s Parent Student Teacher
Conferences
Mr Gundry’s PST Conferences will be held on Wednesday 14 November. The
website link is:

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=jduqc

Enrolments
We ask that our families who have little brothers or sisters beginning Prep
for 2019 return an enrolment form – we sent home forms a little while back.
If you know of families who intend to enrol their children at Exford, we ask
that you encourage them to do so promptly.
We are trying to plan our school structure for next year and to do that well,
we need accurate enrolment numbers so we know how many classes and
teachers we can afford, as well as do we need any other classrooms (see
page 2 for more 2019 news).

Cut out & stick me to the fridge!

------------------

Dates to Remember:
Please add them to your calendar!

2018 Dates
Tuesday 30 October
2019 Prep Transition Visit No 1
Wednesday 14 November

Year 1 Camp –
Dinner and a Show!
Year 6 Gundry – PST Conferences
Thursday 15 November

Year Prep Camp Day
Friday 16 November

Silly Sock Day
(Ronald McDonald House) – gold coin
fundraiser
Tuesday 20 November
2019 Prep Transition Visit No 2
Tuesday 27 November
2019 Prep Transition Visit No 3
2019 Year 1-6 new students
Transition Visit No 1
Tuesday 11 December
2019 Prep Transition Visit No 4
(final)
2019 Year 1-6 new students
Transition Visit No 2
Tuesday 18 December
2019 Step Up Day – meet next year’s
teacher and class
2019 Year 1-6 new students
Transition Visit No 3
Wednesday 19 December

Year 6 and Christmas BBQ
and Concert - 6:30 pm
Thursday 20 December
Semester 2 Reports sent home
Friday 21 December

Last day of 2018 school year!
1 pm – Assembly and 1:30 pm
dismissal

2019 PLANNING
At this stage of the year, we have begun next year’s
planning in earnest. We base our planning on the
number of enrolled students and communicate with the
Department about the facilities we believe we will need.
Schools’ funding is based on many complex formulas, but
is mainly based on the number of students enrolled at
Census (end of February 2018).
Therefore, if your child/ren will not be at Exford next
year, would you please contact Ms Campo at the school
ASAP or through the Principal link on FlexiBuzz.

School structure for 2019
As discussed at our School Council meeting last week, we
are waiting to decide on our structure for next year until
our student enrolments settle. We are watching the new
estates closely and working with the real estate offices
re communicating with new families. I would hate to
have everything settled and then have to reorganise
everything. If you know anyone moving into Exford
Waters estate, please ask them to come and enrol so we
can include them in our planning and Transition visits.

Class Lists
We have begun our preparation for next year’s class
groups so that we are ready to go, once we decide on
our class structure. Class groups are finalised before I
match our staff to their 2019 roles.
As always, we take great time to develop balanced class
groups, which take many factors into account – including
the children’s educational, interpersonal and social
needs and based on the needs of the whole school
program. Parents are always welcome to contact me in
writing to share their thoughts about their child’s
educational needs with me - you can use FlexiBuzz to
send me an email, as a starting point.

Djerriwarrh Festival!
Every year, Exford PS takes part in the Djerriwarrh
Festival and this year we will have a walking display in
the street parade on Saturday 10 November.

This year, the theme for the Djerriwarrh Festival Parade
is ‘All That Glitters…’ and our entry will have a focus on
‘The Wizard of Oz – with Dorothy’s ruby slippers, the
Yellow Brick Road and Somewhere Over the Rainbow.
We would love to have as many children as possible
attend so Mrs Quayle & her Art Ambassadors will be
making costumes for those attending to wear.
To ensure we have enough costumes, please advise the
names and ages of any children attending by Friday 26
October – please respond to
killeen.kathryn.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Mr Parker

As you know, Mr Parker has been on leave for 12 months
after having a year at a school much closer to home. Mr
Parker has decided to return to Exford from the start of
2019. We welcomed him back at last Friday’s Assembly, to
a very warm round of applause from the kids and staff!

2019 Important dates

Please note that there have been a few changes to our
dates for next year.
Term 1: Tuesday 29 January – Friday 5 April 2019 (10
weeks)
• Tuesday 29 January – Pupil Free Day 1 - staff only
• Wednesday 30 January - Year 1 – 6 students start (no
Prep students)
• Wednesday 30 January – Friday 1 February – Preps attend
for their assessments on the appointed day
• Monday 4 February 2019 – Prep students begin – attend
Monday 4, Tuesday 5, Thursday 7 and Friday 8
February –Wednesday 7 February – final Prep
assessment day
• Friday 9 February - Prep children are presented at our
Sharing Assembly on Friday afternoon (3 pm) – they
will share their official ‘Starting School at EPS’
certificate!
• New date - Friday 8 March 2018 – Pupil Free Day No
2
• Monday 11 March - Labour Day Public Holiday
• CANCEL - Tuesday 12 March 2018 – Pupil Free Day
No 2
Term 2: Tuesday 23 April to Friday 28 June 2019 (10
weeks)
• Tuesday 23 April – Students and staff begin
• Thursday 25 April – ANZAC Day Public Holiday
• Friday 26 April – Pupil free day No 3
• Monday 11 June – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Term 3: Monday 15 July to Friday 20 September 2019
(10 weeks)
• CANCEL - Monday 15 July – Pupil Free Day No 4 - staff
only
• Monday 15 July – all students begin
Term 4: Monday 7 October to Friday 20 December 2019
(11 weeks)
• New date - Monday 7 October – Pupil Free Day No 4
• Tuesday 8 October - all students begin
• Tuesday 5 November – Melbourne Cup Day Public
Holiday

Volunteering
A reminder that parents / family members who volunteer
to help at the school must have provided our Office with
their Working With Children Check. This is a Department
of Education and an Exford PS requirement. We also ask
that parents sign our Confidentiality and Child First Code
of Conduct agreements.

Christmas Concert
Our annual Christmas and Year 6 Graduation Concert will
be held on Wednesday 19 December. This is our major
and final event for the year and we need lots of helpers.
Can you help in any of these ways?
• Source / provide donation of goods to go into our
selection of prizes for the Christmas Raffle
• Help to wrap the Christmas Raffle prizes / hampers
• Help with the BBQs – cooking, serving, shopping
• Costume / stage props making (see your child’s class
teacher)

Student Achievements
Reece was picked for the
Victorian country boys
team. He will play against
Vic Metro and other states.
He is one of the top 25
basketballers for his age in
country Victoria.

Well done to Blake and Isabel for their
participation in the 3 km Melbourne Marathon.

Here are Cassie and Lucy
proudly showing their
Gymnastics medals.

Our Divisional
Basketball
champions!

World Teachers Day celebration!
Did you notice our teacher garden last week with our
celebration for World Teachers Day?
Our wonderful ES team made the flowers with their
personal touches and we ‘planted’ them on Friday 12
October, to the delight of the staff and the children.

Eynesbury Soccer opportunity
A new Soccer opportunity has become
available for our kids on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30pm Stage 1 oval.
There are no costs involved. Please
contact Maria for further information.
- Maria 0425 733 738

Fundraising News
Our Fundraising efforts work hand in hand with our school’s
ICT budget to provide our kids with iPads, laptops and other
technologies.

Our 2018 target is…
$18,000 - $25,000.

Attendance … Every Day
Counts

Our Tally so far…

A reminder that family holidays should be taken
during school holidays wherever possible and

not

during term time.

When children miss out on
learning due to prolonged absence (e.g. a holiday in
school time), it is very difficult to catch them up –
they often miss entire units of class work.
A reminder that all holiday absences require an
Absence Learning Plan, developed with your child’s
teacher and signed by the Principal or Assistant
Principal to cover your child’s absence.

Student Absences
A reminder that we need parents to use FlexiBuzz on
the day of their child’s absence and for you to use
the Eynesbury Bus tab if they will not use the bus
and / or be absent. Parents only have their own
children to make a notification about, versus our
office staff needing to make a phone call to every
family whose child is absent.
The Absence / Eynesbury Bus tabs in FlexiBuzz send
an email to the student’s teacher, to Mrs Kelly (our
attendance officer), to Ms Killeen (bus) and to me.

Silly Sock Day
As we do each year, we support the Silly Sock Day fundraiser
for Ronald McDonald House. We invite everyone to wear their
silliest socks with their school uniform on Friday 16 November
– children are asked to bring a gold coin donation.

Fundraising in Term 4
Christmas Raffle Hampers
As we move into Term 4, our Fundraising attention turns to
our Christmas Raffle, which is our biggest Fundraising effort in
the school year. If you are able to assist with sourcing raffle
prizes, please contact the school on
mcdonald.jacki.j@edumail.vic.gov.au or on
killeen.kathryn.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Happy Birthdays!!
To our students who celebrated their
birthdays – 11 – 24 October
Tika, Rylan D, Eva B, Jessie-Lee, Ruby Mc,
Logan H, Arya, Jenson, Ryan C, Jack M, Imani,
Lian M, alex L, Jack S and Addison B

Did you know that:
If your child has missed 5 days or less this school
year.
This will support your child to achieve their best at
school – academically and personally.
If your child has missed more than 10 days this
school year.
The amount of time your child is missing will
impact on their learning and their friendships.
If your child has missed more than 15 days this
school year.
Your child is missing so much time from school
that it will be extremely difficult for them to
keep up with their learning, their friendships and
to feel connected to school.

$9,689.25

Happy Birthday to you!!
Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday dear kids,
Happy Birthday to you!

We love celebrating birthdays at school, making a fuss over
the child who is celebrating and birthday cup-cakes are always
welcome! We also love for birthday children to visit us in the
Office for a sticker and birthday song (and a photo for
Seesaw!).
Having birthdays at school is a very special event and if
your child is absent on their birthday, they miss out on all
the fuss made over them.

Hope you enjoy reading our newsletter!
Please see the pages from –
•
•
•

Year 3/4 Adams
Year 1/2 Roe
Ms Kappler’s PE page

☺ Ms Campo

Exford PS Gotcha Prize List
PRIZE

GOTCHAS

Sticker
Prize box
Choose a book at story time
Jump to the front of the Canteen queue
Lunch with a friend
Teacher’s chair for a day
Be the teacher for 10 mins
Lunch with the Principal or your choice of teacher
Free time (15 mins)
Choose a class game
Video game time (30 mins)
30 minutes with Ms Campo or Mr Wilson) (reading, knitting, games,
drawing etc)
30 minutes - Lego Club with Mr Jenner
30 minutes – making and flying kites with Mrs Talbot
End of term movie and popcorn
MEGA Gotcha Award - students can choose from a range of group
experiences
Seasonal Gotcha ‘Auctions’ – e.g. footy tickets etc that we are able to
source, time with a visiting footy player etc
Knitted bunny prize - the student can choose the wool and it will be
knitted specially for them with progress ‘show and tells’ along the way!

Knitted teddy/monkey/cat/dog prize - the student can choose the wool
colour and it will be knitted specially for them with progress ‘show and
tells’ along the way!
Teddy

Cat

Dog

Cat

1
5
5
5
8
10
10
15
15
25
30
40
40
40
50
150
Auction
150

250
Monkey

Prep to Year 2 Sports Day – Friday 12 October

TEETH ON WHEELS – dental visit from Thursday 22 November 2018

