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             NEWSLETTER 2019 No.17 (Term 4, 2019) 
Thursday 10 October 2019 

 

  

You are represented on School Council by: 
Parents:  Amanda (Caitlyn, Ava & Hayley), Belinda (Nicholas), Emma (Ella and 
Maddie), Jackie (Claire), Michael (Eamonn), Sarah (Lily and Oscar), Sharon 
(Harry, Charlie & Archie) and Susan (Jessica).   
Community Representatives:  Graham    
Staff:   Ms Campo, Mrs Farrugia, Mr Jenner, Mrs Talbot 
Visitors: Mr Wilson   
 

 

Assemblies –  

• Mondays at 8:50 am – Welcome to the week – Acknowledgement of Country 
and the National Anthem 

• Fridays at 3:10 pm – Celebrations – including Students of the Week  
 

 

Ms Campo’s News... 
Term 4… here we come! 
Hoping all our children and families had an enjoyable holiday break and are 
ready for the final term of 2019.   
 

Our Office 
We welcome Mrs Lisa Humplik from St Albans Heights PS, who we appointed 
yesterday.  Mrs Kelly, Ms Killeen and I will continue to manage the office 
whilst we finalise the recruiting process for our new Business Manager and 
until she begins. Please be aware that we are doing our best to carry the 
load, and whilst we may not always be able to respond to you on the same 
day – we will get back to you within a day or two.  We’d appreciate non-
urgent inquiries via email – using the FlexiBuzz tab for the Office team, Mr 
Wilson or Ms Campo. 

 

Cut out & stick me to the fridge! 
 

------------------ 
 

Dates to Remember:  
Please add them to your calendar! 

 

2019 Dates 
Term 4 

 

Friday 18 October 

Year 5-6 Divisional Basketball Finals 

 

Wednesday 23 October 

Year Prep-2 Sports Day 

 

Monday 28 October 

Police in Schools sessions for 

Year 3-4 and Year 5-6 students 
 

Friday 1 November 

Yr 5-6 Rugby League Gala Day 
 

Tuesday 5 November 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
(school is open on Monday 4 Nov) 

 

Wednesday 13 November 

Year 1 ‘Dinner and a Show’ event 
 

Week of Monday 18 November 

Book Fair No 2 
 

Thursday 21 November 

Year Prep Camp Day 
 

Monday 25 November 

Western Region Cricket Finals 
 

Tuesday 10 December 

Yr 7 Secondary School Transition Day 
 

Monday 16 December 

Year 6 Graduation evening - Bacchus 
Marsh Public Hall 

 

Tuesday 17 December  

2020 Step Up Day for Yr 1-5 students 
2020 Class advice sheets sent home 

 

Wednesday 18 December  

Christmas and Year 6 Graduation 
Concert from 6:30 pm 

 

Thursday 19 December  

Semester 2 Reports sent home 
 

Friday 20 December  

End of 2019 School year! 
Assembly at 1:10 pm 
Dismissal at 1:30 pm  
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Staff Selection … continued 
In addition to yesterday’s Business Manager interviews, Mr 
Wilson, Mrs Harper and I have spent most of today 
interviewing applicants for our two Education Support 
vacancies.  One position is to fill the vacancy left by Mrs 
Was who began her retirement at the end of today and 
one is a new position. 
We hope to finalise the selection process tomorrow and 
announce our selected applicants. 
 

Thank you to Mr Wilson and Mrs Hunt (Business Manager 
from Melton PS) for their work with me on yesterday’s 
Business Manager Selection Panel and to Mr Wilson and Mrs 
Harper for their work with me today.   
 

Student Support Group meetings 
We will hold Term 4 SSG meetings for students who 
require one over the next fortnight.  Appointment times,   
Term 3 revised Individual Learning Plans and Term 4 draft 
Individual Learning Plans were sent home today.  If you 
usually receive this information and haven’t, please check 
your child’s bag and / or contact your child’s teacher. 
 

Staffing for 2020 
Congratulations to Ms Katherine Anderson 
as she joins Exford’s baby boom!  Ms 
Anderson joins Ms Kappler and Ms Watt on 
maternity leave in 2020. 
 

Ms Kappler will begin her maternity leave mid November, 
and Mrs Ida Elliott will take Year 5-6 Kappler for the 
remainder of 2019. 
 

Mr Welshe will take 12 months leave to be a hands-on-dad 
and will return in 2021.  I have advertised the 12 month 
Auslan vacancy.  
 

Thinking about 2020 
This term sees us provide transition for our 2020 Prep and 
other new students, for our Year 6 to Year 7 kids, as well 
as providing between years transition for children 
throughout the school.  We finalise our class model (with 
the emphasis being on the smallest class sizes we can 
afford), staff selection, our class lists and our sub-program 
budgets for the 2020 school year.  
 

If you have a little one starting school next year, please 
collect an enrolment form from our school Office and 
return it promptly, along with the birth certificate (we 
can copy it for you).  Our 2020 Prep Transition program 
begins on Wednesday 16 October with our Prep play date 
and we would like to include all our 2020 Preps. 
 

2020 Prep Transition dates: 

Date Visit 
Wednesday 16 Oct Play Date 
Tuesday 29 Oct Transition Visit 1: 

Tuesday 12 Nov Transition Visit 2: 

Tuesday 26 Nov Transition Visit 3: 

Tuesday 10 Dec Transition Visit 4: Final Visit 
 

 

 

2020 School Dates 
At our School Council meeting next week, we will confirm 
our school term and Pupil Free dates for 2020.  
 

Class Lists  
We will begin our preparation for next year’s class groups 
so that we are ready to go, once we decide on our class 
structure.  Class groups are finalised before I will match 
our staff to their 2020 roles.  
As always, we take great time to develop balanced class 
groups, which take many factors into account – including 
the children’s educational, interpersonal and social needs 
and based on the needs of the whole school program.  
 

Parents are always welcome to contact me in writing to 
share their thoughts about their child’s educational needs 
with me - you can use the FlexiBuzz ‘Contact’ tab to send 
me an email, as a starting point.   
 

If your child / children will not be at Exford PS for 2020, 
please confirm this in writing to me, using the FlexiBuzz 
contact tab. 
 

Year Prep-2 Sports Day 
Our Year Prep-2 Sports Day will be held on Wednesday 23 
October and fingers crossed we have a lovely day, 
weatherwise.    
  

Pupil Free Day – Melton network professional 

learning – Misty Adoniou 
A Melton network professional learning day occurred on 
Monday (on our Pupil Free Day), stemming from the work 
of the Melton Principals Community of Practice, of which I 
am a member. The professional learning opportunity was 
significant for many reasons - we were able to organise a 
common pupil-free day across our schools (no mean 
feat!), we were strategic in seeking out an educator of 
Misty’s calibre, and we were able to bring together 
schools from across the Brimbank Melton network, 
Sunshine network and South Central network, as well as 
from across the government and catholic sectors.   
 

Misty is a Senior Lecturer in Language Literacy and 
Teaching English as a Second Language at the University 
of Canberra.  She is the recipient of teaching awards, 
including the 2014 Vice-Chancellor’s Award for Teaching 
Excellence.  She has shared her knowledge of best 
practices in the teaching of literacy, nationally and 
internationally and we were so fortunate to be able to 
spend the day with Misty.    
 

Child Safe Audit  
On Tuesday, we went through our Child Safe Audit 
(schools in the Melton network are having their audits at 
the moment).  The auditor went through our practices, 
our documentations, our induction material, our Working 
with Children Check register and asked questions and 
discussed our practices at length.   Whilst we have not 
received the offical auditor’s report yet, the auditor 
acknowledged how impressed he was with the 
thoroughness of our practices, our documentation and our 
induction process – for new staff and our ongoing 
induction revision with our staff and volunteers. 



 

Upcoming events for our school  
 

Term 4 

• Wednesday 16 October – 2020 Preps Play Date 
(begins our Transition program 

• Tuesday 29 October - 2020 Preps Transition Visit No 1 

• Tuesday 12 Nov – 2020 Preps – Transition Visit No 2 

• Wed 13 Nov - Year 1 ‘Dinner and a Show’ Evening 

• Monday 18 – Friday 22 November – Book Fair No 2 

• Thursday 21 November - Prep Camp activity   

• Tuesday 26 November  
o 2020 Preps Transition Visit No 3 
o New Year 1-6 New kids – Transition Visit   

• Tuesday 10 December 
o Year 6 secondary school Transition Day 
o 2020 Preps – meet their 2020 class and 

teacher 

• Monday 16 December – 2020 classrooms moving day 
if needed 

• Monday 16 Dec - Year 6 Graduation Evening (change 
of date – new venue Bacchus Marsh Public Hall) 

• Tuesday 17 December – ‘Step-Up Day’ – where the 
children meet 2020 class and teacher (including new 
Year 1-6 kids) 

• Wednesday 18 December – Christmas Concert 

• Thursday 19 December – Semester 2 reports sent 
home 

• Friday 20 December – end of 2019 school year! 
 

Mobile Phones 
A reminder that mobile phones are not to be brought to 
school by students unless parents have had a 
conversation about the circumstances where a mobile 
phone may be needed (e.g. after school sporting 
activities).  In these circumstances, the phone must be 
left at the office and collected at the end of the day.  
Under no circumstances can children have mobile phones 
in the playground, nor may they take photos or videos of 
their peers.  We have had conversations with our Year 5-
6 students particularly to support their understanding of 
cyber safety and their digital presence (internet content 
can never be deleted!). 
 
We have a ‘Police in Schools’ cyber-safety session 
booked for our Year 3-4 and Year 5-6 students on Monday 
28 October. They will spend time focusing on digital 
footprints, cyber safety and privacy considerations of 
social media.  
 

2020 Year 6 Commemorative 
clothing 
Our Year 5 students have all received the information 
about the 2020 Year 6 windcheater and polo shirt.  We 
have sample garments in our office so that they can be 
tried on for size. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Attendance … Every Day Counts  

 
Did you know that: 

 

If your child has missed 5 days or less this school 
year. 

This will support your child to achieve their best at 
school – academically and personally.  
 

If your child has missed more than 10 days this 
school year. 

The amount of time your child is missing will impact on 
their learning and their friendships.  
 

If your child has missed more than 15 days this 
school year. 

Your child is missing so much time from school that 
it will be extremely difficult for them to keep up 
with their learning, their friendships and to feel 
connected to school.  
 

 
 
 

A reminder that all holiday absences require an 
Absence Learning Plan, developed with your child’s 
teacher and signed by the Principal or Assistant 
Principal to cover your child’s absence. 
 
 

Fundraising News 

 

 
(Our Fundraising figure does not yet include Tony’s Pies, 
Beanies and Scarves or Prep-2 Sports Day BBQ.) 
 
Our Fundraising efforts work hand in hand with our 
school’s ICT budget to provide our kids with iPads, 
laptops and other technologies. 
 
We will hold a range of fun fundraising activities 
throughout the year, some small and some, like our 
‘Athon’ activity and our end of year Raffle and 
Christmas Concert BBQ, our major efforts.   
 

 
 

 

Our 2019 target is…  
 

$18,000 - $25,000. 
 

Our Tally so far… $11,064.73 
 

 

Father’s Day Stall Planning 
 

Happy Birthdays!!   
 

To our students who celebrated their 
birthdays from 13 September – 10 October 
 
Isla,I, Addisson Z, Jabez, Eva H, Xavier W, 
Chanelle D, Jessica E, Stella C, Selena, 
Zachary  L, Asha, Leilani, Leo C, Max D, 

Patrick M, Ella F, Catherine A, Tara G, Ancdrew C, Jack 
T, Issy I, Xavier G, Ella B, Ella S, Alexia, Grace B, Archie 
T, Lee Jun, Molly, Eliza-Rose, Tamika, Ashlee, Caelan L-
C, Mehma, Korey A, Hudson T, Grace D, Will S, Olivia  
McD, Kailen and Maci-Leigh. 

 
    Happy Birthday to you!!  

   Happy Birthday to you,                                       
   Happy Birthday dear kids,     
           Happy Birthday to you!       

  

We love celebrating birthdays at school, making a fuss over 
the child who is celebrating and birthday cup-cakes are 
always welcome!  We also love for birthday children to visit 
us in the Office for a sticker and birthday song.    
 

Having birthdays at school is a very special event and if 
your child is absent on their birthday, they miss out on 
all the fuss made over them.   
 
 
 
 

Please enjoy pages from some of our classes. 

• Term 4 Newsletter from our teaching teams 

• Year 1-2 Ambrose 

• Year 3-4 Littlewood 
 

Hope you enjoy reading our newsletter!      

                 ☺  Ms Campo 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



Comm Bank School Banking program  

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 


