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Ms Campo’s News....
Welcome back to all our returning and new students, families and staff! It has been so nice to hear children’s voices and laughter
and to feel their presence at school again after the Summer holidays.
Our 2022 Prep children begin on Monday 7 February, after completing their English and Maths learning tasks with Mrs Micallef or
Ms Smyth this week. Our Preps received their ‘Ready Confetti’ to put under their pillows on Sunday night to help them sleep.
We welcome to our new staff – Ms Hale Tekin (Year 3-4 T) and to our new Education Support staff – Ms Hayley Rundell and Mr
Gordon Moss.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Gundry who are expecting their first baby in May and to
Ms Watt and her partner who are expecting their second child sometime in Term 3.

Principal: Ms Lisa Campo

Coming next week

Phone 9743 5025

exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au

At Exford these qualities are really important:
and it’s up to all of us to show them every day in everything
we say and everything we do!

We look forward to welcoming our
2022 Exford Preps. They commence
school on Monday 7 February.
Student of the Week certificates will
commence from Week 2, Term 1.
Look out for our Student of the Week
page, in the next newsletter.

Respect

Kindness
1

Personal Best

Start of the school year

Dates to

It has been lovely visiting the classrooms to see the great start the children
are making to the year, getting ready for Term 1’s learning. The staff have
done their usual preparations ready for the start of the school year and we
thank them for their dedication to being ready for the children’s return to
school.
Thanks to Mr Jenner, Ms Littlewood, Mr Wilson and Mr Patty for putting their
roles aside and stepping into cover absent staff these past couple of days.
COVID and Rapid Antigen Testing
Students and staff should continue with twice-a-week Rapid Antigen Testing
on school days (we recommend Tuesdays and Thursdays). We will let you
know when we hear about a second RAT kit delivery to our school.
If your child returns a positive result, your child has COVID-19.
•
•
•
•

You must quarantine your child for seven days
You must advise the school about the positive result
Your child must stay home until their symptoms have resolved and
they are well
Everyone in your household is a close contact and must isolate for 7
days.

Reporting your child’s positive test

If your child was at school when they were infectious you need to report the
positive case through the Student COVID-19 Test Portal or you can notify
the school in writing or by phone.
You must also report your child’s positive test to the Department of Health
via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call
centre on 1800 675 398.
Vaccination Clinic at Exford PS
A reminder that we will be the venue for a pop-up Vaccination Clinic at our
school on Saturday 12 February between 10 am - 3 pm. Children, older
brothers and sisters and adults can all have their vaccination - first, second
or third COVID vaccination. The Clinic is open to the general public.

Remember
2022
Term 1
Friday 4 February
• 8:55 am – Assembly – parents welcome
(face-masks must be worn)
Monday 7 February
• Day 1 for our 2022 Prep students (10am
to 2.30 pm for Day 1 only)
• Take Home Reading for Years 1-6
students begins
Tuesday 8 February
• Preps begin full days
• 8.50 am – 3.30 pm)
Wednesday 9 February
• Year 3-6 Swimming Trials at Melton
Waves - Mr Patty and Mr Wilson will be
attending
• Event between 4 - 5:30 pm - each
attending child's time TBC
Friday 11 February
• Preps receive their Starting School
certificate at Assembly
• Student of the Week certificates begin
• Visit from Steve McGhie (MP) to
present Preps with their starting school
pack
Monday 14 February
• Homework begins for Years 1-6 students
Tuesday 22 February
• MPSSA Swimming Carnival for Years 16 students at Melton Waves
Tuesday 1 & Wednesday 2 March
• 2022 ‘Meet the Teacher’ interviews
(WebEx)
Monday 14 March
• Labour Day Public Holiday

Arriving at school
As we have communicated, children are to arrive via the Vehicle gate entry
in the side car park, promptly at 8.50 am (not earlier) and meet their
teachers on the oval. Teachers and students will move to their classrooms
from 8.55 am.

Tuesday 26 April
• Term 2 commences for Staff only

Bus Zone

Tuesday 26 April
• Pupil Free Day No 3

Please note the Bus Zone is not a general parking space – it must be free
morning and afternoon for the arrival of the three buses.

Wednesday 27 April
• Term 2 commences for Students
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Term 2

Uniform

Car Park Safety
All school car parks are very busy places and ours is no
exception, particularly whilst our school is under
redevelopment, with extra construction vehicles present. We
rely on every driver to drive safely, slowly and courteously, to
keep all of our children safe.

Our School Uniform Policy is available on the website for you
to see, including photos of permitted uniform wear. Please see
the attached uniform page for your future reference.
These items are not part of our uniform –
•
•

Gotchas

•

As part of our school practice, we give the children ‘Gotcha’
tickets when we see them demonstrating our school values –
Respect, Kindness and Personal Best.
The children each have a Gotchas saving pocket as part of
their class display. The Gotchas are redeemed at our
frequent Gotcha stall. Children can choose to either redeem
their Gotchas or save them up for the bigger ticket times. We
are very grateful for Mr Campo’s mum, who helps to knit the
knitted Gotcha prizes.

•

•

Navy windcheater
Windcheater zip-up jackets (with or
without hoods)
School dresses other than the EPS
school dress
Skirts of any kind (except the skirt
part of the Winter pinafore)
– only skorts can be worn.
Any polar fleece items.

Staff will not ask students about non-uniform items on the first
day (because wet washing happens) but will issue out-ofuniform notes after that or refer the non-uniform wearing issue
to Mr Wilson or Ms Campo, so that we can arrange a parent
meeting.
These items are only available through our EPS uniform shop:
•
•
•
•
•

Exford PS school dress
Exford PS bomber jacket
Exford PS Windcheater / Hoodie
Exford PS school hat
Exford PS Library bag

The Exford PS uniform is a very attracting uniform with many
options, and we ask our families to ensure that the children are
wearing our uniform with pride.

School Council
Today we sent home information about the vacancies for our
School Council – we’d love to hear from you if you are
interested. Please have a chat with Ms Campo or Mr Wilson if
you have any questions.

Congratulations Jacob
Congratulations to Jacob who
was the recipient of the Year 3
Melissa Gates award for 2021.
This is awarded to the student
that demonstrates courtesy,
kindness, friendliness, and cooperation to others.
Congratulations, Jacob!

These are some of our end of 2021 Gotcha winners.
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CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund

SunSmart

The CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps, and
sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession, you may be
eligible for CSEF. The allowance is paid directly to the
school to use only towards expenses relating to camps,
excursions, or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is:
• $125 for primary school students.
If you applied for the CSEF at Exford Primary School in
2021, you do not need to complete an application form in
2022 unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances. Your child’s school will apply for the CSEF on
your behalf.
You will only need to apply in 2022 if any of the following
changes have occurred:
• new student enrolments: your child has started or
changed schools in 2022 or you did not apply at the
same school in a previous year
• changed family circumstances: such as a change of
custody, change of name, concession card number,
or new siblings commencing at the school in 2021
If a form was not lodged in 2021, parents or legal guardians
are required to complete a CSEF application form and lodge
it with their child’s school for processing.
Application forms should be completed and lodged with
schools as soon as possible in Term One, as payments are
made from March onwards. However, schools will be able to
accept and process applications up until the end of Term
Two each year.
Application forms can be collected from the office or obtained
directly from the website.

A reminder that we are now in
SunSmart season and children
need to wear their Exford PS
school hat daily for the recess
and lunch breaks, PE lessons
and any games.
Children without hats need to sit in the shade or on the
stage. New hats can be purchased only at school through
our Uniform shop via our office (no other hat can be
worn). We also encourage families to provide their
children with sunscreen roll-on to keep in their school
bags.

Canteen
The Canteen will operate on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday each week. The canteen will be CLOSED on
Wednesday’s, until further notice. No over the counter sales.
To order please visit the following web page:
www.quickcliq.com.au

Fundraising News
Our Fundraising efforts work hand in hand with our school’s
ICT budget to provide our kids with access to Reading Eggs,
Mathletics and iPads,.
We will hold a range of fun fundraising activities throughout the
year, some are traditional parts of our Fundraising approach
and these happen each year.
• Term 1 – Easter Raffle
• Term 4 – End of year Raffle and Christmas Concert
BBQ

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/prog
rams/CSEF_application_form.pdf

Our 2022 target is…
$5,000 - $10,000.
Our Tally so far…

$0.00

Office News
Uniform / Lost Property – a reminder to ensure all uniform items are clearly marked with your child’s name, this enables us to
return items to your child without delay.
FlexiSchools – As we enter a new school year, you need to roll over your child’s account to their current year level. To
mange your profile, go to the FlexiSchools app, click on ‘News’, then select the 3 dots in the top right-hand corner. You can
then select your child’s current year.
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Attendance – Every moment of every day counts
Did you know that:
When children regularly arrive late, they miss out on so much:
•

They miss on the lovely morning meet and greet that connects children to their classmates, staff and classroom
environment and is an important part of children feeling that they belong

•

We schedule literacy and numeracy for our morning lessons – so regular lateness means that children are missing critical
learning

•

The opportunity to prepare for the school day (including changing their Take Home book for reading that night)
Please help your child to arrive on time
for school every day – especially as we try to support children even more after the Remote Learning challenges of
2020 and 2021.
Please make sure that your child is only absent if they are unwell – EVERY day at school counts.

If your child has missed 5 days or less this school year.
This will support your child to achieve their best at school – academically and personally.
If your child has missed more than 10 days this school year.
The amount of time your child is missing will impact on their learning and their friendships.
CAUTION - If your child has missed more than 15 days this school year - your child is missing so much time from
school that it will be extremely difficult for them to keep up with their learning, their friendships and to feel connected
to school.
A reminder that all holiday absences require an Absence Learning Plan, developed with your child’s teacher and signed by the
Principal or Assistant Principal to cover your child’s absence.
Please make sure that you use the FlexiSchools app or email the school directly on exford.ps@education.vic.gov.au – all
student absences must be explained in writing.

Happy Birthdays!!
To our students who celebrated their birthday 1 January – 2 February
Sokaina, Waniya, Raisa, Annabel, Gaberielle, Brydie, Tyler,
Rodney, Talisha, Gursaan, Amneet, Ned, Te-Awhiorangi, Koen,
Caleb, Casie, Malika, Rableen and Ollie.
We love celebrating birthdays at school, making a fuss over the child who is
celebrating and (individually wrapped store-bought) birthday treats are
always welcome! We also love for birthday children to visit us in the Office
for a sticker and birthday song.
Having birthdays at school is a very special event and if your child is absent
on their birthday, they miss out on all the fuss made over them.
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Stage 1 progress photos
Mr Wilson and I were invited to a tour of our Stage 1 Construction yesterday – it’s so exciting to see the progress the builders
have made and to see our design come to life. The bricks have been delivered today, so we’ll start to see the walls going up
from next week.
Here are some photos for you.

Mr Bowden is also hard at work constructing our new sand pit near the Canteen.
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A reminder that we will hold a Vaccination Clinic at our school on Saturday 12 February 10 am - 3 pm and
children, older brothers and sisters and adults can all have their vaccination - first, second or third COVID
vaccination.
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