
 

 

2021 Term 1 at Exford PS! 

 

At the start of each term, our teaching teams prepare an outline of the term ahead, so that our families 
have insights into their child’s classroom work to come. 
 
As always, please contact your child’s teacher to discuss your child’s learning and for any queries or 

issues you may have. 

 

Term 1 Key Dates: 
• Friday 5 February  

o Year Prep Students 9.00 am – 2.30 pm  

o Year 1-6 NEW children are presented at our Sharing Assembly on Friday afternoon (3:10 pm) – they 

will share their official ‘Starting School at EPS’ certificate! 

• Monday 8 February – Year Prep students begin full days (8:50 – 3:30 pm) 

• Friday 12 February – Our Year Prep children will be presented at our Sharing Assembly - they will 

share their official ‘Starting School at EPS’ certificate! 

• Tuesday 16 February  
o 2:00 pm – ‘Meet and Greet’ Parent Teacher Interviews 

• Thursday 18 February  
o 1.30 pm (Year 1 – 6) – ‘Meet and Greet’ Parent Teacher Interviews / 2:00 pm (Prep) 

• Monday 8 March – Labour Day Public Holiday 

• Tuesday 23 March – Parent Teacher Interviews 

• Thursday 25 March – Parent Teacher Interviews 

• Friday 26 March – School Photos TBC 

• Thursday 1 April  

o Easter Bonnet Parade – 9 am Assembly (children design and create their Easter Bonnets as 

part of their Homework tasks in the previous weeks) 

o Final Assembly at 2 pm (Easter Raffle drawn) 

 

 
 
Enjoy the read!  
 
Ms Campo and Mr Wilson 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Welcome to Prep! 

 

Prep K  
Ms Kellie Monagle  

Prep W 

Mr Jack Wurf  

Prep S 

Ms Hannah Smyth  

Team Leader & 

Learning Specialist 

Ms Jaclyn Littlewood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep Team Vision…  

The prep community are positive, creative and inspire a love of learning in every child, every day. The prep team are 

dedicated to supporting each other in their professional growth, acknowledge and use strengths of each other to engage, 

inspire and challenge students in their learning. Prep students will be motivated, happy, friendly, confident, build 

resilience, independence and a love of learning. 

  

 

 

Share Time  

This term, Prep classes will commence ‘Share Time’. 

Share Time supports the development of oral language 

and builds confidence when speaking in front of others. 

Each week there will be a different theme. 

The Share Time rosters for each class will be sent home 

early in the term. If you are unsure of which day is your 

child’s day for sharing, please contact your child’s 

teacher.  

 

 

Note Folders 

Each child has a clear plastic note folder. The 

note folder will come home when there are 

notes for parents and must be returned the 

following day. All money and forms must be 

returned to the Office, unless otherwise stated. 

Take Home Reading & Homework 

Take Home Reading  will commence Monday 8th 

February and Homework will begin Monday 15th 

February. Homework is sent home on 

Wednesdays and is returned each Monday. 

 

 

 

Library 

Our classes will have a session in 

the Library where the children 

can borrow a book for the week. 

Please check with your child’s 

teacher as they have their Library 

session on different days. 

 

Munch & Crunch 

All students are encouraged to bring a piece of fruit or vegetable in 

their lunchbox to eat during Munch & Crunch Time every morning. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Term, we are 

learning… 

Writing… 

In Writing, students will make connections 

between the spoken word (what is said) and 

writing – i.e. what I say can be represented 

with words on the page and writing recounts. 

Students will: 

Learn the Think Say Sketch Write writing 
process: 

o Practise writing their name 
o Write some common letters in 

upper and lower case formation 
o Begin experimenting with the 

initial sound of a word 
o Think of an idea, talk about it, 

then label it. 
 

Reading… 

In Reading, students will learn about the 

concepts of print, including where to begin 

reading and which way to track print on the 

page. They will investigate the difference 

between a letter, a word and a sentence.  

Students will also develop an understanding of 

the relationship between letters and sounds. 

This involves students singing the Sound Waves 

chant and locating the sounds on the Sound 

Waves charts in the classroom.  

 

Students will begin to establish reading 

strategies, such as one to one tracking with their 

finger, using picture clues and recognising some 

high frequency words within the text.  

 

We will also focus on retelling events that have 

happened in the text and predicting, in order to 

support their comprehension of the text. 

Speaking & Listening… 

Speaking and Listening in Term 1 will include an explicit focus on the following: 

•  Identifying rhyme and syllables in spoken words 

• Identifying sounds in spoken words 

• Listening to, remembering and following simple instructions and classroom routines 

• Sequencing ideas by retelling a story I know (using picture cues) 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to meeting all parents during our start of year 

Parent, Student, Teacher Conferences in Week 4, on Tuesday 16th 

and Thursday 18th February. 

 

Maths… 

Number & Algebra 

Students will use a range of manipulatives to support the development of their 
counting. They will model, read, write and draw numbers to 10.  Students will also 
investigate and create patterns. 
 
They will sort and classify familiar objects and explain the basis for these 
classifications, and copy, continue and create patterns with objects and drawings. 

 

Measurement & Geometry 

Students will… 

• Describe position and movement by interpreting the everyday language of 
location and direction, such as ‘between’, ‘near’, ‘next to’, ‘forwards’, ‘towards’. 

• Following and giving simple directions to guide a friend around an obstacle path 
and vice versa. 

  
 

 

Project Based Learning…  

In PBL, students will learn about fairness and friendship in the 
classroom and at home. 

Essential Questions: 

- How can I listen with understanding and empathy? 
- Why is it important to follow classroom rules and family 

rules? 
- What are appropriate actions in different places? 
- What is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’? 
- How can I manage conflict? 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 5-6 Team Newsletter 
 

5/6 G  
Mr Ross Gundry &  

Ms. Rheanna 
Gallo(ES) & Mr. 

Damien Major(ES) 

5/6 T 
Ms Rebeka Talevski &  

Mrs. Kim Scalzo (ES) 

 

5/6 M 
Ms Zaffie Mastrop  

 

4/5 M 
Mr Blake Mounsey &  

Mrs. Loren Ward (ES) 

Team Leader & 
Learning Specialist: 
Ms Jaclyn Littlewood 

 

English 

This Term, students will be looking at the behaviours and 

strategies that help us to become good readers and writers. 

We will continue to grow and develop a love of reading and 

passion for books! 

We will develop our ability to recognise and write less-familiar 

words, that meanings of words have histories and change 

over time and develop our love of words and language, whilst 

focusing on extending our vocabulary. 

In Writing, we will be focusing on Narratives (Short stories) and 

Persuasive texts. In Reading we will be looking at maintaining 

fluency as we read, using our prior knowledge, making 

connections and analysing texts. 

Maths 

In Maths we will be learning about:  

Number and Algebra: Place Value, whole numbers, addition 

and subtraction. Students will develop their foundational 

knowledge and understanding and develop more efficient 

strategies for addition and subtraction. Measurement and 

Geometry: Time. Statistics and Probability: Data and graphs. 

We will be challenging students to practice and learn all of 

their times tables and division facts up to 12 x 12. We will also 

be using our investigation skills to solve word problems.  

Wellbeing 
During Term 1, students in Year 5/6 will be taking a close look 

into their wellbeing and mindfulness using a range of different 

programs.  

Mindfulness can benefit student wellbeing and engagement 

with learning by improving students’ ability to regulate 

emotions, improving attention and improving memory, 

reasoning, planning, goal setting and self-regulation, all of 

which is essential when focusing and learning new 

information.  

 

 

 

 

Project Based Learning: 
In P.B.L students will explore the topic of ‘Community’. 

Students will investigate how people with shared beliefs and 

values work together to achieve their goals and plan for 

action. They will Identify who can be an Australian citizen 

and describe the rights, responsibilities and shared values of 

Australian citizenship and explore ways citizens can 

participate in society. 

 

Homework 

Take Home Reading will start Monday 8th February and 

Homework will begin Monday 15th February. It will be 

handed out on Wednesday and due on Monday. Please 

provide your child’s teacher with a note if there is any 

reason why your child has not completed their homework. 

Homework will consist of: 

Maths task: Students will take home a Maths task/question 

each week linked to what they are learning in the 

classroom. 

Talk homework Writing or Wellbeing: Students will take 

home a task each week linked to what they are learning 

in the classroom. 

Reading & Student Diaries: Students use their student diary 

to record their nightly reading and key events. It is 

required the diary comes to school on a daily basis. This an 

excellent tool to help students take responsibility for their 

learning and to begin to develop their organisational skills.  

Please sign your child’s diary every night or contact your 

student’s teacher to discuss this. 

 

We look forward to meeting all parents during our 

start of year Parent, Student, Teacher Conferences in 

Week 4, on Tuesday 16th and Thursday 18th 

February. 

Welcome back to school! 

 



 

 

 

Welcome to Art in 2021! 

I am so excited to step into the Art Room this year and see firsthand, the 

amazing creations our students at Exford will produce this year. I have so 

many ideas to share, so here is to a busy year of Art! 

In Term 1 all students will learn Art room expectations and get busy creating. 

We cannot wait to show you our work. 

Prep  

The Prep students will start the year by 

becoming familiar with the Art room and 

settling in with a range of fine motor 

skills.  

We will explore sculpture with clay. This 

will include learning a range of 

techniques to roll, mould, pinch and 

shape the materials. The Prep students 

will begin to explore colour. 

Year 1/2  

The year 1 and 2 students will begin the year settling back 

into the Art room with a range of fine motor and 

exploration tasks. These will include plasticine, beading 

and nature construction.  

We will explore sculpture with clay. This will include 

learning a range of techniques to roll, mould, pinch and 

shape the materials.  

After completing our clay products, we will begin to look 

at landscapes. 

Year 3/4 

The 3/4 classes are going to spend the term creating 

themselves through cartoon self-portraits. We will spend 

time exploring cartoon features, sketching and producing 

good copies of our cartoons using a variety of mediums.  

We can’t wait to display them and see if you can figure out 

who is who!  

We will also start looking at line and colour, again exploring a 

range of mediums, (oil pastels, water colour, paint, fine liner, 

string). 

Year 5/6 

The 5/6 classes will learn about landscapes. We will explore a 

variety of landscapes, the features of a landscape and how to 

create a landscape. We are going to explore watercolour 

varieties and techniques as we create our landscapes. 

The 5/6 students will then look at what living things they 

might find within the landscape habitat they have created. 

Stay tuned to see what we create! 

 





 

 


